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The Plan 

This Master Plan was developed for the people and places of Bourbon County.  It is intended to 

reflect the values, desires and dreams of the community and the residents who reside here, as 

well as to formalize a long-term vision for the community.    

The Purpose 

The purpose of the Master Plan is to set forth ideas, priorities and strategies for making Bourbon 

County an inviting place to bicycle and walk and a desirable, fun place to live and visit. The Plan 

should guide local decision making, project development and outreach efforts by local 

governments, planning commissions, developers, road builders, health officials, citizens and 

bicycling & walking advocates. 

The People  

The Plan was initiated and guided by the Pioneering Healthier Communities (PHC) team, a group 

seeking to inspire others and provide opportunities for a nurturing, healthy environment and 

lifestyle through policy and environmental changes.  A primary focus of the team is on reducing 

childhood obesity rates that have reached epidemic status throughout the United States and in 

Bourbon County.   

 

The PHC is supported through the Paris-Bourbon County YMCA and is funded by the Robert 

Woods Johnson Foundation. The team is comprised of individuals, businesses and local 

governments of Paris and Bourbon County.  Partners include the Bourbon Community Hospital, 

Paris-Bourbon County YMCA, Paris Independent Schools, Bourbon County Schools, Bourbon 

County Health Department, UK Extension Office, City of Paris, Bourbon County Fiscal Court and 

other local volunteers. 

The Process 

During the summer of 2011, the PHC began developing the Master Plan.  The decision to engage 

in a planning process was an outcome of “Commit Bourbon County”, a series of events held in 

April 2011 that were attended by over 40 residents, elected officials and professionals working 

within Bourbon County to make it a healthier place to live. Discussions at these events centered 

on next steps including developing a regional, long-range plan for a more walkable and bicycle-

friendly community. 

 

Throughout the summer of 2011 and winter of 2012, the PHC provided direction for the 

development of this Plan.  A local consultant knowledgeable in bicycling and pedestrian planning 

and design provided technical assistance.  Presentations were made to elected officials to elicit 

their support and feedback.  The public was also engaged through public meetings that were 

held at the outset of the plan to solicit ideas and later to seek feedback on the Plan’s draft 

recommendations.     
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The Reasons 

The benefits of creating a more walkable and bike-friendly community are manifold.  According 

to the sources and studies cited on www.completestreets.org these benefits include:   

 

Increased safety for everyone 

Communities with more people bicycling and walking, and with streets designed for all modes of 

travel, experience lower rates of traffic fatalities per capita for all travel modes.   

 

Increased pedestrian safety 

Streets without sidewalks have twice the number of pedestrian fatalities than streets with 

sidewalks on both sides.    One study found that installing pedestrian refuge islands, redesigning 

intersections and adding sidewalks reduced pedestrian risk by 28 percent. Traffic calming also 

reduces pedestrian fatalities. Eighty percent of pedestrians struck by a car going 40 mph will die; 

at 30 mph the likelihood of death is 40 percent. At 20 mph, the fatality rate drops to just 5 

percent.   

 

Increased bicyclist safety  

Bicycle safety studies have found that the addition of well-designed bicycle infrastructure 

reduces rates of injury and crash risk. On-road bicycle lanes reduce rates by about 50 percent.   

 

Improved access for those who do not drive 

Approximately one-third of residents in any given community do not drive.  They are either too 

young, too old, can not afford a car, can not drive or choose not to drive.  Access to jobs, 

groceries, healthcare, education, and other destinations is just as vital to people who do not 

drive as to those who do.  Without safer roads, those with limited transportation options have 

little choice: travel along high-speed roadways with few pedestrian accommodations or stay 

home. In limiting mobility to automobiles alone, these citizens risk isolation from the community 

and the economy.  

 

Improved access for seniors 

More than 50% of older Americans who do not drive report staying home on a given day 

because they lack transportation options.  Non-driving seniors make 65% fewer trips to visit 

family, friends or go to church; many report they do not like to ask for rides.  This is a quality of 

life issue for our aging population.   

 

Improved access for children 

Communities that are safer for children are safer for everyone. Children need safe streets to 

reach their school, parks, friend’s homes and other activities.  Children who have and use safe 

walking and bicycling routes have more independence and more opportunities for physical 

activity.  

 

Improved access for people with disabilities  

Streets that are not designed for pedestrian safety can be a constant source of frustration and 

danger for people with disabilities.   Unpaved surfaces and disconnected, narrow, or 

deteriorated sidewalks can be difficult to navigate for people who use wheelchairs, have 

diminished vision, can’t hear well, or for people who move more slowly.   Nearly one in five 
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Americans currently face at least one of these challenges.  Nearly every American will face some 

kind of temporary or permanent disability over the course of their life.   

 

Active and healthy lifestyles 

Walkabilty has a direct relationship on the physical health of residents.  Walking is the preferred 

exercise of most Americans since it requires no specific skill or equipment.  Walk and bike-

friendly communities make it easy for people to engage in physical activity as part of their daily 

routine.  More than half of Americans recently surveyed said they would like to walk more and 

drive less.  One study found that people in walkable neighborhoods did about 35-45 more 

minutes of moderate intensity physical activity per week and were substantially less likely to be 

overweight or obese than similar people living in low-walkable neighborhoods.  Another study 

found that residents were 65% more likely to walk in a neighborhood with sidewalks.   

 

Recreational opportunities 

Trails and greenways provide recreational opportunities and allow people to connect with 

nature.  Communities rich with natural beauty, such as Bourbon County’s rolling country-side 

and  stream corridors, are ideal places for trails and adventure tourism.   

 

Tourism & economic development 

Making streets and places friendlier to pedestrians and bicyclists improves conditions for 

existing businesses and is a proven method for revitalizing an area and attracting new 

development.  Walkability has been shown to increase property values, including residential 

properties.  Sidewalks, parks and trails consistently top the list of qualities both nationally and in 

the Bluegrass Region that influence where people choose to buy a home and live.  Bicycle 

tourism is also popular and has the potential to grow in the region due to the rolling hills, 

beautiful scenery and quality paved roads.   

 

Save money 

Integrating sidewalks, bike lanes and safe crossings into the initial design of a street spares the 

expense of costly retrofits later.  Streets that provide travel choices give people the option to 

walk, bike or use public transit which increases the overall capacity of the transportation 

network.  This means that fewer roads need to undergo expensive widening projects.  Individual 

costs are also reduced when people have choices and can forgo auto trips or auto ownership 

altogether; transportation is the second largest expense for American households, costing more 

than food, clothing, and health care. 

 

Connect our communities 

Trails, sidewalks and bike lanes connect people and places within a community - to parks, 

schools, shopping, places of worship – which allows for greater social interaction.  Throughout 

the Bluegrass Region there is interest in trail and bikeway connections both within and between 

communities.  Planning efforts for trails and greenways have been completed, or are underway, 

in Georgetown, Frankfort, Midway, Lexington, Versailles, Nicholasville, Wilmore, Berea, 

Richmond and more.   
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Chapter 2 

Existing Conditions 
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Bourbon County…Today 
Bourbon County is located in central Kentucky in the heart of the Bluegrass Region.  It is 

primarily an agricultural community with a number of small municipalities within it’s 292 square 

mile border.  The lanscape is dominated by rolling hill, pastures, old stone fences and a number 

of historic sites and homesteads.  There are also several major streams running through 

Bourbon County, the primary being Stoner Creek, a major tributary of the South Fork of the 

Licking River which Paris, Bourbon County’s largest city, was founded upon.  The population of 

Bourbon County was 19,985 according to the 2010 US Census.  Bourbon County is part of the 

Lexington Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bourbon County Courthouse 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Middletown Road 

 

The City of Paris is located central to the County.  It has a population nearing 9,200 and covers 

nearly 7 square miles.  Paris is also the County Seat 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Street in Paris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Historic Duncan Tavern in Paris 

 

The City of Millersburg is located in the northern portion of the County.  The population is not 

quite 1,000 and covers a total land area of 0.3 square miles.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Street Millersburg                  Historic Church in N Middletown 

The City of North Middletown is located in the southeastern portion of the County.  Its 

population is just over 500 and covers a total land area of 0.3 square miles.   
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The State of Walking in Bourbon County 

As the National Complete Streets Coalition website points out - In just about any community, 

there is only one choice for transportation: the car. The more sprawling our communities -– low 

density, scattered development linked by busy, high-speed, multi-lane roadways -– the more we 

are limited to our cars.   

Even where daily destinations are close to home, street design often makes them inaccessible 

by foot, bicycle, or public transportation. They are cut off by cul-de-sacs that increase walking 

distance, or by high-speed roads lacking bike lanes, sidewalks or safe crossings. While some 

streets do provide a safe pedestrian environment, it may not be a pleasant one; the absence of 

benches, scarce landscaping, and storefronts set back from the sidewalk do little to encourage 

walking.   

Sidewalks alone do not make a community walkable; the quality of the overall pedestrian 

experience is important.  Following is a summary of pedestrian-friendly qualities with respect to 

the cities within Bourbon County. 

Characteristics include: 

• Sidewalks in good condition, of adequate width and free of obstacles 

• Sidewalks buffered from vehicular traffic 

• Shade trees and visual interest (e.g. windows, greenspace, hidden parking) 

• Buildings that are scaled to and oriented toward pedestrians  

• Destinations within close proximity  

• Frequent, short and safe pedestrian crossings 

• Slow traffic speeds  

• Short blocks and good street/sidewalk connectivity  

 

Sidewalks 

The presence or absence of sidewalks is fundamental to walking.  In general, sidewalks are 

present and in relatively good condition along the Main Streets of the cities within Bourbon 

County. However, the quantity and quality of pedestrian infrastructure diminishes outside of the 

cities’ core.  The location of missing sidewalks within the incorporated areas of Bourbon County 

are shown in Figure 5.3 (Paris), Figure 5.5 (Millersburg) and Figure 5.7 (N Middletown). 

 

There are a number of sidewalks that are in poor condition throughout the communities with 

some being completely impassible.  Many sidewalks are too narrow and are under the 4 foot 

minimum required by the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and well under the 5 feet that is 

preferred to provide adequate passing space for wheelchairs and for the comfort of two people 

walking side by side as companions.  Sidewalks are often blocked with fixed objects such as 

utility poles and trash receptacles on collection days.  Sidewalks in many older areas of town are 

located curb-side and do not provide a buffer from adjacent traffic.  In addition, drivers often 

park their vehicles on the sidewalk.  In many locations, sidewalks are not continuous along a 

roadway, either stopping and starting intermittently along the street, or being interrupted by 

parking lots and driveways.    
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Trash receptacle along 8
th

 Street 

in Paris forces runners into the 

street. 

 

 

 

Sidewalks are not continuous 

across commercial driveways and 

parking lots such as on Main 

Street in Paris 

 

Sidewalks often stop and start on 

opposite sides of the street along a 

corridor such as Scott Street in Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trash receptacles and crumbling 

sidewalks on 13
th

 Street in Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drivers often park vehicles on 

sidewalks near the curb such as on 

Winchester Street in Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This café in Millersburg is inviting to 

pedestrians with benches, windows 

and a clear walkway; however, the 

sidewalk is crumbling. 

 

Pedestrian–Oriented Development 

The compactness of cities within Bourbon County make them highly walkable.  All of the 

residences and destinations within Millersburg and North Middletown are within a 1/2 mile 

radius, which is an easy 10 to 15 minute walking distance for most people.  Downtown Paris and 

the older surrounding neighborhoods are also within a short walking distance.  Even the outer 

reaches of Paris are well within the 5 mile distance that average people are willing to bike to a 

destination.  
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Walkability is enhanced by the traditional quality and pedestrian-friendliness of the downtowns 

within Bourbon County.  Pedestrian-oriented buildings, a mix of land uses and the presence of 

both specialty retailers and the goods and services people need on a daily basis make walking 

an ideal way to get around.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pedestrian-oriented building in Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

Market in Millersburg. 

Pedestrian Crossings 

The frequency and visibility of pedestrian crossings also influence whether people choose to 

walk and impacts the safety of those who do.   Many intersections throughout the region, 

particularly those on busier, wider roads have unmarked or long pedestrian crossings and large 

curb radii that encourage fast turning traffic.  Many intersections do not have high visibility 

crosswalks, pedestrian signal heads and lack accessible curb ramps and pedestrian actuator 

buttons.  More visible mid-block crossings are also needed in a number of locations including 

where pedestrian origin and destination points are on opposite sides of the street.   

 

 
No curb ramps make it difficult for 

wheelchairs and children on bikes to 

cross at this school entrance off 

Castle Blvd in Paris. 

 
A lack of crosswalks and a large curb 

radius at this intersection in Paris 

means that vehicles make this turn 

at high speed, reducing pedestrian 

safety and visibility. 
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Pedestrians running across the street 

in downtown Millersburg indicate 

the need for a pedestrian crossing 

and slower moving traffic. 

 

This school crossing on Bethlehem 

Road lacks high visibility crosswalk 

markings, curb ramps and 

connecting sidewalks. 

 

Connectivity 

Pedestrians also desire direct routes to their destinations.  Short blocks are common in older 

areas of Paris, North Middletown and Millersburg.  But newer developments, primarily in Paris, 

tend to use long blocks and cul de sacs.  These street patterns can discourage pedestrian travel 

by significantly increasing the distance, and therefore time, it takes pedestrians to reach their 

destinations.  In addition, pedestrians need direct access points to schools, parks and 

commercial centers.  It is not uncommon for pedestrians to create worn paths or ‘desire lines’ of 

their own when these connections are not provided.   

 

 
A gap in this fence between this 

neighborhood and shopping center 

allows for foot traffic and is clearly 

used; however, it is not a formal 

connection nor built to ADA 

accessibility standards. 

 
Pedestrians have worn a path 

between the apartments and 

adjacent shopping center.  Providing 

pedestrian accesses with sidewalks, 

lighting and wider pathways 

improves visibility and personal 

safety.   The overgrowth here likely 

makes some pedestrians uneasy. 

 

 

Calmed Traffic  

Pedestrians are the most vulnerable of roadways users and speed kills when pedestrians are 

involved in collisions with vehicles.  Lower speed limits and roadways designed to encourage 

slower driving speeds (narrower streets, on-street parking, curb extensions, medians, etc) are 

good for pedestrians.   

 

Many of the older residential streets in Bourbon County are relatively narrow, with moderate 

amounts of on street parking, which encourages appropriate travel speeds.   Residential streets 

throughout the county also have low speed limits of 20mph and 25mph.  There are a number of 

residential collector streets that are overly wide since on-street parking is infrequent (for 

example, sections of Cypress Street and Castle Blvd).  When adjacent land uses do not generate 

high parking demand, streets should be narrowed accordingly, or traffic calming devices may be 

warranted.    
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Signage for traffic calming in 

Millersburg appeals to drivers to 

drive slowly and cautiously. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A median at this school crossing in 

Millersburg would visually narrow the 

street, slowing cars and providing a 

refuge so that pedestrians only need to 

focus on crossing one direction of 

traffic at a time. 

 
Example of a raised crosswalk to 

provide for greater pedestrian 

visibility and traffic-calming 

pedbikeimages.com 

 
Example of a median to provide for 

pedestrian refuge and traffic-calming 

in Kirkland, WA, pedbikeimages.com 
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The State of Bicycling in Bourbon County 

Many of the characteristics of walkable communities are applicable to creating a bicycle-friendly 

community.  Bike-friendly communities provide for cyclists of all skill levels and encourage 

bicycling for many reasons including commuting, recreation and daily errands.  Bicycle-friendly 

communities also provide adequate bicycle parking, ensure bicyclists are detected at signalized 

intersections, have bicycle safety programs and enforce the rules of the road for bicycle safety. 

 

Providing a seamless network of bicycle facilities is important.   The type of facility varies 

depending on roadway conditions, adjacent land uses, the kind of cyclist expected, and their trip 

purpose.  Bicyclists vary in their level of skill, confidence, and preference for facility types. In 

general, casual cyclists are comfortable mixing with traffic on low volume, low speed streets but 

they may prefer additional separation, such as a bike lane, when traffic volumes and speeds 

increase.  Many casual cyclists desire additional buffering of bike lanes, or a separated shared 

use trail, along high speed roadways.   

 

Bicycle travel on sidewalks should always be discouraged as it is a main contributing factor to 

cyclists collisions. Bicyclists on sidewalks travel at higher speeds than pedestrians, creating the 

potential for serious injury to pedestrians or themselves if they collide with obstacles in 

sidewalks or with vehicles that emerge from driveways and at intersections.   Designated bicycle 

facilities help reduce sidewalk riding by giving cyclists a place to ride safely and comfortably. 

 

Presently, Bourbon County has few designated bicycle facilities.  This section begins with a brief 

definition of bicycle facility types, noting any that are currently in place within Bourbon County.  

 

Bicycle facility design is an evolving practice. Two main sources for bicycle facility type 

descriptions and design parameters include the American Association of Highway 

Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities and the 

National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Urban Bikeway Design Guide (see 

Appendix A).    

 

Types of Bicycle Facilities: 

Shared Roadway – Bicyclists and motorists share the travel lane without any special 

signage or markings for bicyclists.  This is common on low volume residential streets and 

low volume rural roadways.    

 

“Share the Road” warning signage may be installed along shared roadways 

to alert motorists of the presence of bicyclists along high-use bicycle 

corridors.  For instance, signage might be installed along a popular bicycle 

commuter route through a neighborhood or along a recreational route 

regularly used by cyclists in a rural area.   

 

Marked Shared Roadway (Sharrow) – Bicyclists and 

motorists share the travel lane, but it is marked with Shared 

Lane Markings (SLM) or “Sharrows” to help position 

bicyclists within the shared lane and to encourage safe 

passing.  Photo credit:  Lyuboy Zuyeve, Ashevile, NC.   
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Signed Shared Roadway (Bicycle Route) – “Bike Route” signage is installed along shared 

roadways to provide wayfinding and to connect facilities and destinations.  For instance, 

a bike route might be signed along a residential street that connects 

two trails.  It may also identify a preferred route to a destination or 

through an area of town. The signage also provides a visual clue to 

motorists that they are driving along a bicycle corridor and should 

use caution. 

 

 

Bicycle Boulevard – Motorists and bicyclists share the roadway but it is modified to be 

desirable for bicycle travel via traffic calming and speed reduction techniques, signage 

and pavement markings, and intersection crossing 

treatments. Bicycle boulevards typically provide for the 

through movements of cyclists while discouraging 

through trips by motorists (except those directly 

accessing properties along the route). Bicycle 

boulevards are typically installed on low-volume, low-

speed shared streets that run parallel to a major 

vehicular corridor that is less desirable for bicycling.   
           Photo credit:  Alta Planning & Design  

 

 

Paved Shoulder – At least 4 feet of smooth riding surface, exclusive of rumble strips, is 

provided for use by cyclists and pedestrians and for disabled motor vehicles.   

Paved shoulders are present on portions of:    

Paris By-Pass 

N Middletown Rd 

 Cynthiana Rd 

Georgetown Rd 

 
 

Paved shoulder on N Middletown Rd (Rt460) 

 

 

Bike Lane - A portion of the roadway is designated by striping, signage, and pavement 

markings for the preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists.  Bike lanes can increase 

bicyclist comfort and safety, promote proper riding, discourage sidewalk riding, and 

increase awareness and visibility of cyclists to motorists.  Bike lanes may also be paired 

with a painted buffer space to create a “buffered bike lane” which further separates the 

bicycle lane from adjacent motor vehicles lanes or parking lanes.  Bike lanes may also be 

physically separated from motor vehicle traffic by grade or a barrier, such as a median, 

curb, or parking lane.  These “cycle tracks” can increase the comfort of less skilled 

cyclists; however, they are currently classified as ‘experimental’ in the U.S. and require a 

detailed design/approval process. 
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Bike lane - Del Mar, CA  Buffered bike lane - Fairfax, CA  

NACTO Bikeway Design Guide NACTO Bikeway Design Guide 

 

 

Shared Use Path – Shared use paths are designed for multiple users, including 

pedestrians, wheelchairs, bicyclists, and inline skaters.  They are physically separated 

from motorized vehicular traffic by an open space or barrier.  They are either within the 

roadway right-of-way, or within an independent right-of-way, often along stream 

corridors or abandoned rail lines. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shared use path along Stoner Creek in Paris 

 

 

Bicycle Rack – Bike racks are basic infrastructure for a bicycle-friendly community.  

Bicyclists need a secure location to park their bike just as motorists need a place to park 

their car.  The need for bicycle parking was apparent in downtown Paris and 

Millersburg and at destinations throughout the community including at schools, 

parks, restaurants and shopping centers.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bicycle parked on Main St, Paris Bicycle parked on Main St, Millersburg 
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Chapter 3 

Vision & Goals 
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Bourbon County…Tomorrow 

 
A vision for the future 

The people of Bourbon County are independent and active - both physically and socially - 

because the community’s places, spaces and streets are designed to be walkable and bike-

friendly for everyone of every age and ability.   

 

Goals for the community 

• All streets are Complete Streets that serve all people of all abilities.     

• Trails and greenways allow residents and visitors to experience the beauty of Bourbon 

County. 

• Cities within Bourbon County impart a sense of place that encourages bicycling and 

walking.   

• Residents of Bourbon County engage in physical activity as part of their daily lives. 

• Bourbon County is recognized as a bicycle and pedestrian-friendly community by those 

who live, visit and do business here.   

• Parents are comfortable allowing their children to bicycle and walk throughout the 

community. 

• There are no bicycle or pedestrian injuries or deaths. 

• The Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan is implemented. 
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Getting There 
 

Setting forth a vision for the future, and putting a plan in motion for getting there, is the primary 

purpose of this document.   To that end, there are many ideas and projects discussed in the 

following chapters.  Some may be achieved in a matter of months, others may take many years, 

or even decades.  Steady progress is the goal.   

 

Program & Policy Recommendations 

Certain policies and actions are necessary to improve conditions for bicycling and walking.  In 

Chapter 4, actions are presented for each goal that has been set forth for the community.   

 

Project Recommendations 

Creating a safe and enjoyable network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities requires a detailed 

plan.  The maps in Chapter 5 indicate what that network might look like in the future.  Some 

projects may be easily implemented with other scheduled projects, or with minor changes to 

existing streets.  Other projects may require detailed engineering, right of way acquisition and 

phased funding.  The project sheets in Chapter 5 are intended to provide a discussion on the 

possible improvements and the next steps for working toward those changes.  

 

Projects and facility types were recommended based on: 

• Roadway characteristics (lane widths, total pavement widths, presence of curb & gutter, 

number of driveways & intersecting streets) 

• Traffic characteristics (speeds, traffic volumes, parking demand, amount of truck traffic)  

• Expected users (children, commuters, recreational riders) 

• Adjacent land use (residential, commercial, mixed) 

 

Priorities of sidewalk and trail improvements were based on: 

 

• Roadway type – improvements to collectors and arterials generally received higher 

priority because they serve as major routes within a community, connecting 

neighborhoods to destinations.  They also carry more traffic and tend to have higher 

traffic speeds.   

• Destinations – consideration was given to the total number of potential destinations 

along or served by the route  

• School routes – projects directly adjacent to schools or that could serve as a designated 

school route  
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Chapter 4 

Policy & Programs 
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Goal 

All streets are Complete Streets that serve all people of all abilities.     

 

Objective  

Ensure streets within Bourbon County are “Complete Streets” that are designed, built and 

maintained with the needs of all roadway users in mind, whether young or old, able-bodied or 

not, and for people using all forms of transportation.    

 

Discussion  

Over 300 jurisdictions have adopted Complete Street policies.  According to 

www.completestreets.org, Complete Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, and 

bicycle to work. There is no singular design prescription for Complete Streets; each one is 

unique and responds to its community context. A complete street in a rural area looks  different 

from a complete street in an urban area, but both are designed to balance safety and 

convenience for everyone using the road. Incomplete streets – those designed with only cars in 

mind – limit transportation choices by making walking and bicycling inconvenient, unattractive, 

and often dangerous.   

 

Actions 

1.1 Adopt a Complete Streets policy requiring appropriate bicycle and pedestrian facilities 

along all new and reconstructed streets.   

1.2 Adopt/endorse bicycle and pedestrian-friendly street design guidelines and standards to 

be used on road projects within Bourbon County (see Appendix A for best design 

practice resources). 

1.3 Retrofit existing streets with bicycle and pedestrian facilities as recommended within 

this document. 

1.4 Review all resurfacing projects for opportunities to improve conditions for bicycling and 

walking.  Improvements may include shoulders, bike lanes, bike detection loops or 

cameras, crosswalks, curb ramps, signalization improvements, etc.       

1.5  Update Subdivision/Zoning Regulations to require developers and/or property owners 

to install sidewalks on new and existing roadways, including state maintained roadways, 

at the time of residential and commercial development. 

1.6 Collect fees in lieu of sidewalk construction if a waiver for sidewalk construction is 

granted. 

1.7 Update Subdivision/Zoning Regulations and roadway design standards to comply with 

the most recent best design practices for the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) (e.g. 

perpendicular curb ramps, 5’ sidewalks, audible signals, etc). 

1.8 Ensure existing sidewalks are ADA compliant and free of cracks, heaves and obstacles.   
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Goal  

Trails and greenways allow residents and visitors to experience the beauty of Bourbon County. 

 

Objective 

Develop an off-road trail network that provides opportunities for bicycling and walking in 

natural and scenic environments and connects people and neighborhoods to destinations.  

 

Discussion 

Greenway trails provide enjoyable opportunities for bicycling and walking away from traffic and 

hold great appeal to children and families.  Trails provide routes not offered by the roadway 

system, often along streams, utility or rail corridors (abandoned or not).  Trails often connect, 

and are supplemented by on-road facilities, and may create short-cuts or otherwise reduce 

travel distances.      

 

Actions 

2.1  Develop trails along Stoner Creek and Houston Creek.  Initiate a feasibility study & trail 

corridor master plan for these corridors.   

2.2 Develop trails along abandoned rail corridors. 

2.3  Develop trails within parks and to connect parks and other publicly owned property 

such as Bourbon County Park and Garrard Park.  

2.4 Implement a trail from Lexington to Paris along Paris Pike.  Initiate a feasibility study for 

this corridor in partnership with the City of Lexington and the KY Transportation Cabinet.   

2.5 Implement a trail from Paris to Millersburg along Millersburg Road.  Initiate a feasibility 

study for this corridor in partnership with the City of Millersburg, City of Paris, Bourbon 

County Fiscal Court and the KY Transportation Cabinet.   

2.6 Require trail construction and/or easements within new residential and commercial 

developments. 

2.7 Formalize walking trails within local cemeteries (e.g. signage indicating public use is 

permitted and mileage markers). 

2.8 Piggy-back trail, bike lane and sidewalk projects with other government-sponsored 

capital improvement projects (e.g. sanitary and storm water improvements). 

2.9 Work with public and private utilities to incorporate trails into utility corridors. 

2.10 Develop a regional trail plan in partnership with surrounding counties. 

2.11 Investigate opportunities for hiking and mountain biking trails in the County.  This may 

include both public and private property.   

2.12 Require all trails and walking paths to be built to the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) guidelines. 

2.13 Require all shared use trails to be built to the American Association of State Highway 

Transportation Officials (AASHTO) guidelines.   
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Goal  
Cities within Bourbon County impart a sense of place that encourages bicycling and walking.   

 

Objective 

Make walkabilty the foundation of planning for new development and redevelopment in 

Bourbon County. 

 

Discussion 

Walkabilty is at the center of successful and desirable places to live.  Preserving and expanding 

on the walkable charm and traditional small town feel of Paris, Millersburg and N Middletown 

should be the foundation for future growth and development.  Community design is vitally 

important to encouraging people to bike and walk.  Pedestrians and bicyclists want destinations 

such as restaurants, shops, banks, dry cleaners, barbers and other services to be close to their 

homes and places of work.  They want direct routes to where they are going either along streets, 

sidewalks or trails. They like streetscapes that are visually interesting with windows and shade 

trees.  They prefer greater separation from traffic and direct access to building entrances, not 

wide expanses of parking lots.   

 

Actions  

3.1 Encourage compact, mixed-use development patterns.  

3.2 Locate schools within walking distance of the student population they will serve.  

3.3 Provide parks within easy walking and bicycling distance to neighborhoods (e.g. parks or 

greenspace within ¼ mile of all residences).  

3.4 Develop school sites and parks within the center of neighborhoods and away from high 

speed, high volume streets. 

3.5 Design school sites to be pedestrian and bike-friendly (e.g. separate cars and buses from 

pedestrians, place vehicular drop off zones at the rear of sites, provide bike parking and 

wide sidewalks to entrances).   

3.6 Use connected street patterns to shorten travel distances and limit the use of dead end 

streets (i.e. cul de sacs).  For instance, the City of Versailles has strictly limited the use of 

cul de sacs.    

3.7 Require multiple stub streets into undeveloped properties and/or use single-loaded 

streets on site perimeters to provide opportunities for future connectivity.  

3.8 Require bicycle and pedestrian connections between neighborhoods and retail centers, 

parks and school sites. Investigate the need for pedestrian connections between sites in 

existing areas.   

3.9 Develop pedestrian-oriented design guidelines that require placing buildings and 

entrances closer to the street, rear/side garages and parking areas, front porches and 

window store-fronts, etc. 

3.10 Reduce parking requirements and/or provide parking maximums for developments. 

3.11  Require sites to provide a safe walking environment for pedestrians within parking lots, 

between public buildings, and from public buildings to the street.  

3.12  Require bicycle parking at retail, commercial and employment sites and encourage the 

installation of bike racks at existing locations including downtown, public facilities and 

businesses. 
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Goal 

Residents of Bourbon County engage in physical activity as part of their daily lives.  

 

Objective 

Promote the benefits of regular physical activity and the opportunities for people to bicycle and 

walk for fun, fitness and transportation.  

 

Discussion 

The average American needs to engage in sixty minutes of physical activity on a daily basis to 

reap significant health benefits.  The benefit is the same even if the activity is accrued 

incrementally through a ten or fifteen minute walk to school, to run an errand, or by riding a 

bike, rather than driving to work.  Creating a culture where bicycling and walking is as second 

nature as driving is today requires more than community infrastructure.  It requires awareness 

and elevating the societal worth and personal benefit of riding a bike or walking.       

 

Actions 

4.1 Develop an informational website. 

4.2 Develop and print a bike map of Bourbon County.   

4.3 Develop neighborhood walking tours/maps. 

4.4 Distribute educational materials that promote bicycling and walking. 

4.5 Conduct an annual bike ride and/or bikefest.   

4.6 Conduct a regular road closure event (such as weekly or monthly 2
nd

 Sundays). 

4.7 Establish and/or expand membership to existing walking/bicycling clubs.  

4.8 Encourage employers to promote and support “active commuting” by providing 

employees with incentives such as reduced health care costs, parking discounts, 

showers, lockers and secure bicycle parking. 
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Goal 

Bourbon County is recognized as a bicycle and pedestrian-friendly community by those who live, 

visit and do business here.   

 

Objective 

Promote and market Bourbon County as a walkable community and as a destination for bicycle 

tourism. 

 

Discussion  

Bicycling and walking contributes to the economic health of communities. Walkable and bicycle-

friendly communities are more competitive in their ability to attract and retain businesses and 

skilled workers.  Tourism is also enhanced by a network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  

Pedestrian-friendly downtowns are also more vibrant with thriving businesses and restaurants. 

 

Actions 

5.1 Make walking and bicycling a priority in downtown areas. 

5.2 Develop maps of major tourist destinations that indicate existing routes for biking and 

walking. 

5.3 Develop walking and biking tours of downtown areas and other places of interest. 

5.4 Partner with adjacent counties to sign and promote a regional system of on-road bicycle 

routes. 

5.5 Coordinate with adjacent counties to develop regional greenway trails. 

5.6 Partner with nonprofit organizations and cycling clubs to develop and promote bicycle 

touring events. 

5.7 Work to achieve recognition as a “Bicycle-Friendly Community” and “Walk-Friendly 

Community.”  http://www.walkfriendly.org/ 

http://www.bikeleague.org/programs/bicyclefriendlyamerica/communities/  

5.8 Promote the pedestrian and bicycle-friendly qualities of Bourbon County in local, 

regional and national publications.   

5.9 Incorporate bicycle touring opportunities in state, regional and national tourism 

promotional materials. 

5.10 Work with realtors and economic development partners to promote pedestrian and  

bicycle-friendly facilities and activities within Bourbon County. 
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Goal 

Parents are comfortable allowing their children to bicycle and walk throughout the community. 

 

Objective 

Develop off-road trails and make streets safe for children bicycling and walking throughout the 

community.   

 

Discussion 
Communities that are designed to be safe and easy for children to navigate are safe for 

everyone.  Child-friendly communities with trails, sidewalks and slow traffic speeds enable 

children to bicycle and walk and to be more independent and more socially and physically active.  

 

Actions 

6.1 Establish a Safe Routes to School (SR2S) program in partnership with Paris Independent 

Schools and Bourbon County Public Schools to identify and reduce barriers to bicycling 

and walking to school.  (see http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/) 

6.2 Help parents and schools establish Walking School Buses and Bike Trains. 

6.3 Develop trails in places that are easily accessible to children including on school grounds 

and in public parks. 

6.4 Reduce motor vehicle speeds in neighborhoods and near schools.  

6.5 Design and retrofit streets to encourage driving speeds that do not exceed posted speed 

limits.  

6.6 Establish a neighborhood traffic calming program to discourage cut-through traffic and 

to slow vehicular speeds in residential areas. 
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Goal 

There are no bicycle or pedestrian injuries or deaths. 

 

Objective 

Improve infrastructure and implement a public education campaign to reduce and/or eliminate 

bicycle & pedestrian collisions and hazards.  

 

Discussion 

Bicyclists and pedestrians require facilities, but they also need a sense of safety and security 

when using streets and trails.  Safety is enhanced through good design and proper maintenance 

of bicycle and pedestrian facilities. A sense of security is created when the interactions between 

bicyclists, pedestrians and motor vehicle operators are respectful and tolerant. This can be 

achieved, in part, through public education and enforcement to help reduce crashes and 

fatalities involving bicyclists and pedestrians.  

 

Actions  

7.1 Conduct educational campaigns to increase public awareness of the rules of the road for 

bicyclists, pedestrians and motor vehicle drivers. 

7.2 Develop and implement a “Share the Road” educational campaign. 

7.3 Install ‘Share the Road’ signage at locations as shown in Figure 5.1.   

7.4 Include bicycle and pedestrian safety information in driver’s license renewals and auto 

registrations.  

7.5 Conduct bicycle safety classes for adults and children. 

7.6 Provide training on bicycle and pedestrian traffic laws to local police departments.  

7.7 Issue citations to bicyclists, pedestrians and drivers who disobey traffic laws. 

7.8 Establish clear procedures and responsible agencies for the maintenance of pedestrian 

and bicycle facilities. 

7.9 Increase street sweeping schedules on roadways with bike facilities. 

7.10 Initiate a major rehabilitation effort for sidewalks.  A task force consisting of city staff, 

elected officials and advocates should be established to examine possible approaches 

(additional/temporary code enforcement staff, public education, tax breaks, liens or 

levies, etc) and to recommend a course of action.   

7.11 Conduct a public education campaign to inform property owners of sidewalk 

maintenance responsibilities. 

7.12 Conduct systematic reviews of sidewalks for needed repairs and issue notices to 

property owners.   

7.13 Establish a government-sponsored program to make sidewalk repairs on properties 

where contact with the property owner has not been successful.  Levy taxes or fees on 

property owners to cover the cost of repairs.  

7.14 Maintain crosswalk striping as necessary and with the same frequency as roadway 

striping. 

7.15 Install or repair curb ramps during all roadway resurfacing projects as required by the 

Americans with Disabilities Act. 

7.16 Create an easy-to-use system for the public to report sidewalk, bikeway, trail hazards 

and maintenance needs. 
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Goal 

The Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan is implemented. 

 

Objective  

Provide the systemic structure, governmental support and advocacy needed to successfully 

implement the plan. 

 

Discussion 

Implementing this Plan will require partnerships and a long term commitment from many 

individuals, organizations, government agencies and decision-making bodies. It is important for 

all stakeholders to be knowledgeable of the plan, its goals, and the solutions that have been 

presented for making Bourbon County more bicycle and pedestrian friendly. Each party must 

understand their role and should be encouraged, supported and ultimately held accountable for 

improvements needed in their respective areas.   

 

Actions 

8.1 Form an advocacy network to track and advocate for plan implementation. 

8.2 Identify government staff responsible for implementing the plan and bike and 

pedestrian projects. 

8.3 Pursue a funding agreement between the local and county governments to fund a part-

time position to help implement the plan.  Seek private funding sources as well.    

8.4 Advocate for funding a full time planning staff position whose responsibilities include 

this plan’s implementation. 

8.5 Educate the local planning staff and Planning Commission about the plan and coordinate 

with them to implement it. 

8.6 Foster public/private partnerships to help implement the plan.  

8.7 Develop memorandums of agreement between non-profits and local governments as 

necessary to ensure infrastructure and other projects are implemented effectively.   

8.8 Establish a steering committee of local officials/staff and community volunteers to 

periodically review plan implementation.  This committee should develop a plan to 

ensure the public remains informed and engaged in the plan’s implementation. 

8.9 Provide an annual report to Paris City Commission and Bourbon County Fiscal Court 

outlining progress made and next steps and/or obstacles to implementation. 

8.10 Provide and seek funding for plan implementation.  See Appendix B. 
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Further Discussion on Implementation 
 

Local Planning Coordination 

Support and cooperation from the local planning jurisdiction is critical to successfully 

implementing this Master Plan. Local planning commissions can require bicycle and pedestrian 

infrastructure in new development and redevelopment projects which eliminates costly retrofit 

projects in the future.  Bicycling and walking rates are also influenced by land use patterns and 

community designs regulated by local planning commissions. 

 

Trail Project Coordination 

Planning and constructing a trail is often no less complicated or controversial than planning a 

major roadway construction project.  Trails constructed in existing neighborhoods can be 

challenging due to a lack of publicly owned property or opposition from adjacent property 

owners.  The acquisition of property or easements requires coordination, public support and 

funding.  Environmental constraints can also complicate projects constructed in floodplains or 

other environmentally sensitive areas. Therefore, planning and engineering studies, that include 

public input opportunities, are critical to success.  It is desirable for local agencies to conduct 

these activities, ideally prior to seeking federal and state funds for construction.   

 

Road Project Coordination 

There are many low-cost ways to make bicycle and pedestrian improvements to existing 

roadways. The cost of adding facilities during roadway widening and reconstruction projects is 

relatively small compared to overall project costs, especially when included early in the planning 

stages of a project.  Resurfacing projects also provide opportunities for bicycle and pedestrian 

improvements through bike lane striping, the addition of sharrows, enhanced crosswalks and 

improved curb ramps (the latter being required by ADA law).  A first task of any staff or 

oversight body responsible for implementing this plan should be to determine which roadways 

will be improved in the near future and to initiate formal requests for desired bike/pedestrian 

improvements.   

 

Partnerships 

Partnerships will be a powerful tool for implementing this Plan.  There are many organizations 

that have special abilities to help local governments achieve plan goals while, at the same time, 

achieving their own missions.  Local health agencies, advocates, bicycle clubs and non-profits 

can help provide education and outreach or they may organize and help promote local bicycling 

and walking events. Local tourism and economic development agencies can develop marketing 

materials and promote local events and attractions. Public school systems and parent-teacher 

associations can help initiate Safe Routes to School projects.  Local governments should work to 

identify these partners and to provide support (financial or other) to organizations that can 

better achieve, or can assist local governments in achieving, the Plan’s goals.   

 

Advocacy and Public Support 

Implementing the Plan will require a sustained effort over many years and continued advocacy 

to accomplish the community’s vision.  Advocates must be organized and engaged to stimulate 

action by local agencies and to support those agencies if and when resistance or controversy 

occurs.  Advocates need to keep the lines of communication between public officials open and 

respectful.  They also need information-sharing networks so that they can call upon others who 

wish to see the plan implemented as needed.     
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Paris Pike/Lexington Road (US 27) 

This scenic corridor connects the City of Paris and 

Lexington.  Bicycle traffic is currently present, 

particularly between Ferguson Rd and 

Houston/Antioch Rd.  The 55 mph roadway is four 

lanes with a wide median and no paved shoulders.   

 

Recommendation:  

• Install a shared use trail due to high traffic 

speeds/volumes, scenic quality of the road, 

and to appeal to bicyclists of all abilities.    

 

Next Step:  

• Install “Share the Road” signage between 

Ferguson & Houston/Antioch Rd  

• Initiate a Feasibility Study for a shared use 

trail from Paris to Lexington.  Conduct in 

partnership with the Cities of Lexington & 

Paris, Bourbon County and KY Transportation 

Cabinet. 

 

 

 

 
Southbound bicyclist on Pike/Lexington 

Rd near Lexington. 
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Millersburg Road (US 68) 

This corridor connects the City of Paris and City of 

Millersburg.  The 55 mph roadway is 2 lanes and is 

scheduled for reconstruction within the next year.  

The improved roadway will be divided with 4 lanes, a 

center grass media and paved shoulders.    

 

Recommendation:  

• Install a shared use trail due to high traffic 

speeds/volumes and to appeal to bicyclists of 

all abilities.    

 

Next Step: 

• Bourbon County and the Cities of Millersburg 

and Paris should work with the KY 

Transportation Cabinet to investigate utilizing 

portions of the old Millersburg road bed as a 

shared use trail facility.   Old road bed 

segments could be connected with new 

shared use trail segments.  Sections of “Old 

Millersburg Road” near Millersburg could also 

be utilized for bicycle traffic. 

• Ensure that a minimum 6 foot paved shoulder 

is provided to provide bicycle and pedestrian 

access until a shared use trail is provided.   

 

 

 
Pedestrian on Millersburg Rd just south 

of Millersburg/Ruddles Mill Rd  
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N Middletown Rd (US 460) 

This corridor connects the City of Paris and the City of 

North Middletown.  The majority of the roadway is 2 

lanes, without paved shoulders and is signed for 

55mph vehicular travel speeds.  Local bicyclists are 

known to traverse the section of roadway between 

Harrods Creek Road and College Road.  

 

Recommendation:  

• Minor widening to add a 6’ paved shoulders 

(similar to the section near Paris city limits in 

the upper right photo) to improve safety for 

all users.   

• A shared use trail facility is also desirable.    

 

Next Step:  

• Install “Share the Road” signage, particularly 

between Harrods Creek Rd and College Rd. 

• Determine if future minor or major widening 

is likely to occur. 

 

 

 
Paved shoulders on N Middletown Rd 

near Paris. 

 

 

 

 
N Middletown Rd typical section. 
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Winchester Road (KY 627) 

This corridor connects the City of Paris and the City of 

Winchester.  The roadway is 2 lanes, without paved 

shoulders and is signed for 55mph vehicular travel 

speeds.  Local bicyclists are known to traverse the 

section of roadway between Spears Mill Road and 

Stoney Point Road.  

 

Recommendation:  

• Shared use trail or 6’ paved shoulders  

 

Next Step:  

• Install “Share the Road” signage, particularly 

between Spears Mill Road and Stoney Point 

Road. 

• Determine if future minor or major widening 

is likely to occur. 

 

 

 

 

 
Winchester Rd headed into Paris. 
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Cynthiana Rd (US 27) 

This corridor connects the City of Paris and the City of 

Cynthiana.  The roadway is 2 lanes, with continuous 

paved shoulders to the county line.  It is signed for 

55mph vehicular travel speeds.  Local bicyclists are 

known to traverse the section of roadway between 

Townsend Valley Rd and Clay Kiser Rd.  

 

Recommendation:  

• Paved shoulders are adequate for 

experienced cyclists, however, should the 

roadway undergo major widening in the 

future, a shared use trail facility should be 

considered to appeal to less experienced 

bicyclists.   

 

Next Step:  

• Consider “Share the Road” signage between 

Townsend Valley Rd and Clay Kiser Rd 

• Determine if future major widening is likely 

to occur. 

 

 

 

 
Cynthiana Rd headed out of Paris. 
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Millersburg/Cynthiana Rd (KY 1879)  

This corridor connects the City of Millersburg and the 

City of Cynthiana.  The roadway is 2 lanes, without 

paved shoulders and is signed for 55mph vehicular 

travel speeds 

 

Recommendation:  

• Minor widening to add a 6’ paved shoulders 

to improve safety for all users.   

• A shared use trail facility is also desirable.     

 

Next Step: 

• Determine if future minor or major widening 

is likely to occur. 
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Rural Bike Routes 

The rolling hills and scenery of Central Kentucky 

have long been attractive for bicycling.  There are 

a number of well-established rural bike routes 

throughout Bourbon County that bicyclists 

presently use for recreational riding.  These 

routes are generally on lower volume, lower 

speed county-maintained roadways that are 

comfortable for riders of average skill level.  

Rural bike routes may also follow shorter 

segments of state-maintained roadways that 

have higher traffic volumes and speeds, but are 

necessary routes for connectivity.   

 

 

 

 
McNease Rd is an example of a narrow one-

lane county road used by bicyclists.  

  

Rural Bike Routes include:   

Harrods Creek Rd (N Middletown Rd to College Rd) 

N Middletown Rd (Harrods Creek Rd to College Rd) 

Spears Mill Rd (N Middletown Rd to Winchester Rd) 

Winchester Rd (Spears Mill Rd to Stoney Point Rd) 

Stoney Point Rd (N Middletown Rd to Winchester Rd) 

College Rd (N Middletown Rd to Cane Ridge Rd) 

Stringtown Rd (Cane Ridge Rd to Jackstown Rd) 

Jackstown Rd (Stringtown Rd to Blacks Crossroad Rd) 

Blacks Crossroad Rd (Jackstown Rd to Millersburg Rd) 

Millersburg Rd (Black Crossroad Rd to Ardery Rd) 

Ardery Rd (Millersburg Rd to Shawhan Rd) 

Shawhan Rd (Ardery Rd to Cynthiana Rd) 

Townsend Valley Rd (Cynthiana Rd to Russell Cave Rd) 

Cynthiana Rd (Shawhan Rd to Clay Kiser Rd) 

Clay Kiser/Elizabeth Station Rd (Cynthiana Rd to Co. Line) 

Brentsville Rd (Clay Kiser Rd to Townsend Valley Rd) 

Silas Rd (Brentsville Rd to County Line) 

Hume Bedford Rd (County Line to Lexington Rd) 

Ferguson Rd (County Line to Lexington Rd) 

Lexington Rd (Ferguson Rd to Houston Antioch Rd) 

Hutchison Rd (Lexington Rd to Bethlehem Rd) 

Bethlehem Rd (Lexington Rd to Iron Works Rd) 

Bryan Station Rd (Hutchison Rd to County Line) 

Houston Antioch Rd (Lexington Rd to Stewart Rd) 

Sterwart Rd (County Line to Houston Antioch Rd) 

Iron Works/Escondida (Houston Antioch to Clintonville Rd) 

Clintonville Rd (Lexington Rd/Main St to County Line)  

 

Recommendation: 

• “Share the Road” signage should be 

installed along routes shown in Figure 

5.1 and listed below.  Signage should 

generally be placed after an intersection 

and at locations where it may be 

 

 

 
Townsend Valley Rd is a county maintained 

roadway that leads to a winery, a potential 

destination for bicyclists.   
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beneficial to alert motorists to the 

possible presence of bicyclists on the 

roadway including at horizontal or 

vertical curves that impede sight 

distance or at narrow points in the 

roadway, such as bridges.         

• Partner with adjacent counties to 

establish a regional wayfinding system 

for rural bike routes in Central Kentucky 

• Sign, publicize and promote these routes 

in local, regional, state and national 

venues.   

 

Next Step: 

• Pursue “Share the Road” signage 

installations on county-maintained 

roadways through the Bourbon County 

Fiscal Court. 

• Initiate an application for “Share the 

Road” signage on state-maintained 

roadways through the KY Transportation 

Cabinet Division of Planning. 

• Initiate a discussion with neighboring 

counties, the KY Transportation Cabinet 

and Bluegrass ADD regarding a rural bike 

route wayfinding system.  Seek support 

and buy-in from regional tourism 

agencies. 

 

 
Clay Kiser Rd is an example of a two-lane 

state roadway used by bicyclists. 
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City of Paris 

 

 

Main Street Corridor 

Main Street  is the primary roadway through the City of 

Paris.  The street is lined with schools, businesses and 

employment destinations.  It passes through the Central 

Business District and connects southwest, central and east 

Paris.  As a prominent corridor in the community, bicycling 

and walking should be safe and comfortable for residents 

and visitors of all ages and abilities. 

 

The street width and lane configurations of Main Street vary 

along the corridor.  Various cross-sections and 

recommended improvements are discussed by section.  

 

 

 
Pedestrians on Main Street.   
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Main Street  
(Bourbon Hills Dr to Ridgeway Dr) 

This is a four lane section with periodic turn lanes and a 

small (3-4 foot wide) slightly raised median.  Where turn 

lanes are present, the road is approximately 37’ wide and 

26’ wide in areas without turn lanes, measured to the face 

of curb.   Traffic speeds are moderate.   Major intersections 

include Bethlehem Rd and the Paris By-Pass.  There are a 

number of businesses along this section as well as Bourbon 

County Middle School and Bourbon County High School.   

 

Recommendation:  

• Install bike lanes.  An engineering study should 

confirm whether narrowing traffic lanes to 11’ and 

removing the raised median is adequate to 

accomplish this without minor widening.   

• Improve pedestrian crossings at Bethlehem Rd 

(near Bourbon County Middle School) and the By-

pass (near Bourbon County high School).  

Improvements to investigate include additional & 

more visible crosswalks, tighter curb radii, crossing 

islands, improved curb ramps and pedestrian signal 

heads.  

• If a shared use trail is installed along the southeast 

side of Paris Pike/Lexington Road from Bourbon 

Hills Dr southward to Lexington, a bicycle crossing 

at Bourbon Hills Dr will be necessary to transition 

southbound bicyclists to the trail. 

 

Next Step: 

• Request to KYTC – to include pedestrian crossing 

improvements at the intersection of Main St/By-

Pass during the by-pass widening project and/or the 

upcoming Main Street resurfacing project.   

• Request to KYTC – to conduct a preliminary 

engineering review on bike lane feasibility via 

restriping from Bourbon Hills Dr to Ridgeway Dr. 

• Coordination – of restriping and/or minor widening 

with any scheduled resurfacing projects.   

• Coordination – to include an engineering review of 

pedestrian crossing improvements at Bethlehem Rd 

as part of Safe Routes to School sidewalk grant.   

• Funding - If resurfacing in the near term is unlikely, 

seek other funding sources depending upon project 

scope/cost (i.e. local funds if restriping; grant funds 

may be pursued if minor widening is necessary).    

 

 

 
School students running outside of the 

angled crosswalk at the intersection of S 

Main St and the By-pass.   
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Main Street  
(Ridgeway Dr to High St)  

This is a three lane section with a two-way left turn lane in 

the center of the roadway.  The street is 37 to 38’ wide 

along most of the corridor.  Posted speed limit is 35 mph.   

 

Recommendation:  

• Minor widening to install bike lanes (long term). 

• Install shared lane markings and/or signage 

(sharrows) in the short term. This can be 

accomplished by narrowing vehicular through lanes 

and the turn lane to 10 -11’ feet to provide a wide 

curb lane of 13 to 14’.   

• Install raised medians periodically along the 

corridor to facilitate mid-block pedestrian crossings.  

This should be considered where the distance 

between signalized crossings exceeds 300’ and 

there is observed pedestrian crossing activity (for 

example, between the drug store and Bourbon 

Heights senior care facility).  Painted medians are a 

short term solution, however raised medians 

provide for greater safety.     

• Install a sidewalk on the east side of the road from 

Ridgeway Dr to 20
th

 Street.  Heavy pedestrian traffic 

is observed at this location during school arrival and 

dismissal. 

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris to 

determine feasibility/cost of installing sidewalk 

from Ridgeway Dr to 20
th

 Street/Clintonville Rd. 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris to 

review/propose lane striping adjustments to create 

wider shared travel lanes and markings.    

• Request to KYTC – to include bike/pedestrian 

improvements as part of resurfacing project.    

• Coordination – of sidewalk installation with 

adjacent properties.  For instance, property owners, 

particularly business owners, should be approached 

to discuss their willingness to donate right-of-way 

(if needed) and share the cost of sidewalk 

installation.    

• Funding – pursue for sidewalk installation.  Local funds 

are appropriate due to small scope particularly if 

property owners contribute.  Safe Routes to School is 

also a viable source.   

 

 

 

 
Main Street 3-lane section near Paris 

Elementary School.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students walking near Ridgeway Dr.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Students walking in the grass in the 

distance due to missing sidewalk 

between Ridgeway Dr and 20
th

 Street. 
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Main Street 
(High Street to N Middletown Rd) 

This is a one way section with two vehicular travel lanes and 

on-street parking (typically on both sides) that traverses the 

central business district.  Within the CBD, the street is 34’ 

wide from curb to curb. 

 

Recommendation:  

• Provide pedestrian crossing treatments at High 

Street to include:  high visibility crosswalks, curb 

ramps, crossing islands, ‘yield to pedestrians’ 

signage and/or vehicular stop controls.  

• Provide new and improve visibility of existing mid-

block pedestrian crossing treatments  

• Improve walkabilty and bike-ability via a “road 

diet.” Removing a vehicular travel lane would slow 

traffic speeds in the CBD, improve safety, provide 

room for a bike lane and allow opportunities for 

wider sidewalks and other streetscape amenities.   

• Explore the use of back-in diagonal parking.  

• Explore reverting Main and High Streets back into 2-

way streets.   

• Install curb extensions throughout the CBD. 

• Install on-street bicycle parking throughout the 

CBD. 

• Install pedestrian countdown signals throughout 

the CBD. 

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris to review 

opportunities for various Main Street configurations 

in the CBD. 

• Public Outreach - initiate a public dialogue on 

changes to Main Street in the CBD that could 

provide for a more walkable and bike-friendly 

downtown.   

• Coordination – with KYTC for changes to Main 

Street during future resurfacing project (spring 

2012).   

• Request to KYTC – for high visibility crosswalks and 

countdown pedestrian signals along the corridor. 

• Preliminary Engineering – for pedestrian crossing 

treatments at High Street 

• Preliminary Engineering – for curb extensions (and 

minor sidewalk widening if road diet is implemented)   

 

 
Lack of pedestrian crossing treatments at 

Main & High Street.  Right turning 

vehicles have no stop control and the 

wide radius encourages fast turning 

speeds.  

 

  

 

 
Signage at this mid-block pedestrian 

crossing is well outside drivers field of 

vision.  Crosswalk markings could be 

more visible as well.     

 

 

 

 

 

 
Evidence of bicycle parking needs in the 

CBD. 
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Main Street  
(End of One-Way to Paris Bypass) 

This is a wide two lane, two-way section from the Central 

Business District to the northern end of the Paris By-pass.   

Destinations along this section include residential 

neighborhoods, the Paris Country Club, Bourbon County 

Health Department, Bourbon Community Hospital and 

Legion Park.   

Recommendation:  

• Install bike lanes by adding an outside lane line 

stripe.  This can be accomplished without any 

widening or impacts to vehicular traffic lanes.   A 

buffered bike lane may also be considered. 

• Install sidewalks just north of Hopewell Dr to the 

By-pass. 

• Install pedestrian crossing treatments at Legion Dr 

(park entrance). 

• Improve pedestrian crossing treatments at the 

signalized intersections at N Middletown Rd and the 

Paris By-pass.  

 

Next Step: 

• Request to KYTC – to include improvement of 

pedestrian crossing treatments at the By-pass 

during the By-pass widening and/or Millersburg Rd 

widening project.   

• Coordination – with KYTC to include bike lane 

striping during upcoming resurfacing project (Spring 

2012) 

• Preliminary Engineering – for pedestrian crossing 

treatments at Legion Dr and for sidewalks from 

Hopewell Dr to the By-pass.  

 

 

 

 
Pedestrian walking along shoulder from 

By-pass toward N Middletown Rd.   

 

 

 
Wide travel lanes could easily be striped 

with bike lanes through this section. 

Benefits include improved bike mobility, 

traffic calming and additional buffering 

of pedestrians from moving traffic.     
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Cypress Street Corridor 
Cypress Street traverses much of the northwest side of 

Paris.  The street connects residential neighborhoods to 

commercial developments on the southwest end of town 

and to two schools on the northwest end of town.  The 

street is signed for 25mph traffic speeds.  At present, it is 

relatively comfortable for bicycling and walking; however, 

some improvements could make the corridor a preferred 

and highly desirable street for traversing the city on foot 

and by bike.   

 

 

Cypress Street  
(Paris Bypass to Creekview Drive) 

This section of Cypress Street connects the residential 

neighborhoods to the Bypass.  Pavement widths are narrow 

(as little as 23’) and there is no curb, gutter and sidewalk.  

 

Recommendation:    

• Install sidewalks.  At a minimum, sidewalks are 

needed on the west side of the roadway to connect 

to the existing walks near the cemetery.  

• Minor widening to install bike lanes from the Bypass 

to 20
th

 Street.  Sharrows should be provided in the 

interim.   

• Install sharrows from 20
th

 Street to Creekview Dr 

where the opportunity for minor widening is 

constrained. 

 

Next Step: 

• Planning - Ensure any new development/ 

redevelopment along the roadway provides 

adequate right of way and/or installs sidewalks and 

bike lane. 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris to 

upgrade to urban cross-section (curb, gutter, 

sidewalk, bike lane).   

• Funding – Local funds or federal Transportation 

Enhancement funding are preferred sources.   

 

 

 

 

 
A child bicyclist riding along the 

sidewalk on Cypress Street. 

 

 

 
Cypress street looking east.  At a 

minimum, a sidewalk is needed on 

the lefthand side of the road to 

connect to existing sidewalks 

further east near the cemetery.   

 

 
Cypress Street is only 23’ east of 20

th
 

street.  Due to right of way restrictions, 

sharrows are the recommended bicycle 

treatment.  A sidewalk is needed on the 

left side.   
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Cypress Street  
(Creekview Drive to 8

th
 Street ) 

The section of Cypress Street between Creekview Drive and 

8
th

 Street is primarily residential.  The street is 23’ wide with 

curb, gutter and sidewalk on the west side from Creekview 

Dr to 15
th

 Street.  Between 15
th

 Street and 16
th

 Street the 

roadway widens to 29’ and sidewalks are present on both 

sides.  At 16
th

 Street the street widens further and ranges 

between 37’ and 39’ wide to 8
th

 Street.   

 

Recommendation:   

• Install sharrows from Creekview Dr to 8
th

 Street: 

o sharrows should be placed within travel 

lanes and several feet from the edge of 

pavement through the 23’ section from 

Creekview Dr 16
th

 Street.   

o parking should be restricted to one side 

through the 29’ section from 16
th

 Street to 

15
th

 to accommodate proper sharrow 

placement within two designated through 

travel lanes (sharrows cannot be placed in a 

shared through travel lane as it is designate 

today if/when two cars are parked opposite 

one another on the street).   

o Parking lanes should be striped on both 

sides of the street through the 37-39’ 

section to accommodate proper sharrow 

placement within two designated through 

lanes.  The sharrows should be placed 

several feet from the parking lane lines to 

encourage cyclists to ride outside the path 

of driver-side doors.     

• Parking restrictions and striping should be used for 

two additional benefits:   

o Restrict parking on one side and stripe a 

dedicated parking lane on the opposite side 

to address illegal parking on the sidewalk. 

Drivers currently park on the sidewalk due 

to a perceived lack of adequate street width 

both in the 29’ and 37’ sections.   

o Where on street parking is light to 

moderate, stripe parking and driving lanes 

to help visually narrow the roadway to 

discourage speeding.   

 

 

 

 
A sidewalk begins on the west side of 

Cypress Street at Creekview Dr. 

 

 

 

 
Restricting parking to one side of the 

street and striping a designated 7-8’ 

parking lane would discourage drivers 

from parking on the sidewalk.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Drivers park on the sidewalk (and, in this 

case, very near to a fire hydrant) even 

on the wider sections of Cypress Street 

(37-39’ wide).  Striped parking lanes can 

encourage proper parking, while visually 
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• Install traffic calming devices such as traffic circles 

and curb extensions to reduce traffic speeds and to 

create a ‘bicycle boulevard’.   

o Bike boulevards are often parallel to major 

streets (such as Main St/High St in Paris) 

and give preferential treatment to bicyclists 

and pedestrians while using traffic calming 

techniques to discourage vehicular 

speeding and cut through traffic.  See the 

Bicycle Boulevard Guidebook at   

http://www.ibpi.usp.pdx.edu/guidebook.php.   

 

Next Step: 

• Public Outreach – with neighbors to discuss parking 

restrictions, lane striping and traffic calming 

techniques. 

• Preliminary Engineering – by city of Paris for draft 

striping plans. 

• Funding – local funding due to low cost nature of 

projects. 

 

narrowing the road to reduce vehicular 

speeds.    
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Cypress Street 
(8

th
 Street to 7

th
 Street) 

As Cypress Street continues eastward toward the Paris 

Independent School Complex, it crosses 8
th

 and 7
th

 Street.  

Both intersections have significant pedestrian traffic.  A 

sidewalk is present on the west side and the street is 

approximately 34’ wide.   

 

Recommendation:   

• Improve pedestrian crossing at 8
th

 Street including 

high visibility crosswalks and curb ramps (near 

term) and pedestrian signal heads (long term as this 

requires signal upgrades). 

• Improve pedestrian crossing at 7
th

 Street with high 

visibility crosswalks and curb ramps..   

• Install bike lanes from 8
th

 Street to 7
th

 

Street/Houston Ave.   The 34’ width can 

accommodate bike lanes with no parking or parking 

restricted to one side of the street.   

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris for bike 

lane striping. 

• Request to KYTC – for improved pedestrian 

infrastructure, including signal heads, at 8
th

 Street.   

• Funding – for bike lanes & crosswalk improvements 

at 7
th

 Street (local funds are appropriate given low 

cost of project).   

 

 

 

The intersection of Cypress St and 8
th

 

Street could be more pedestrian 

friendly.  The convenience store and 

Post Office to the left just outside of 

the photographer’s view generate 

pedestrian traffic. 

 

 

 

 
High visibility crosswalks and improved 

curb ramps should be installed at 7
th

 

Street.  This stop sign is also placed 

directly in the pedestrian’s path of 

travel.   
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Cypress St / Houston Ave / Delza Maggard 
(7

th
 Street to Lilliston Ave) 

 

Houston Ave and Delza Maggard are extensions of the 

Cypress Street Corridor.  They continue northeastward 

adjacent to the Paris Independent Schools complex to 

Lilliston Ave.  A sidewalk continues along the east side of 

the street.  The street is approximately 38’ wide.   

 

Recommendation: 

 

• Extend bike lanes from 7
th

 Street to Lilliston Ave. 

• Sidewalks should be reviewed for repair needs and 

the possibility of widening should be reviewed.   

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris for bike 

lane striping. 

• Funding – for bike lanes (local funds are appropriate 

given low cost of project).   

 

 

 

 

Bike lanes could be extended from 7
th

 

Street to Lilliston Ave. 
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Houston Ave 
(Delza Maggard to Garrard Park) 

 

Houston Ave turns eastward at Delza Maggard Ln and 

continues toward 2
nd

 Street and Garrard County Park.  The 

street is residential in character and is approximately 27’ 

wide with parking restricted to one side of the street.  

Sidewalks are found on both sides from Delza Maggard to 

2
nd

 Street and on one side from 2
nd

 Street to the Park.    

 

Recommendation: 

• Extend Sharrows onto Houston Ave to connect to 

2
nd

 Street and the Stoner Creek Trails at Garrard 

Park.  

• Pedestrian crossing improvements at Houston Ave 

& 2
nd

 Street including high visibility crosswalks and 

curb ramps (near term) and pedestrian signal heads 

(long term with signal upgrades). 

• Pedestrian crossing improvements at the 

intersections of Houston Ave/Mt Airy Ave/ Fithian 

Street, including sidewalk widening under the 

railroad overpass. 

 

Next Steps: 

• Funding – for sharrow pavement markings and high 

visibility crosswalks (low cost). 

• Preliminary Engineering – for pedestrian crossings 

at Mt Airy/Fithian and railroad sidewalk 

improvements.   

 

 

 

 

 

Sharrows would route bicyclists from 

the trails at Garrard Park to the Paris 

School Complex and future trails along 

Houston Creek near Lilliston Ave.  

 

 

 

 

Sidewalks provide pedestrian access 

along the northeast side of the road 

and under the railroad overpass, 

however, pedestrian crossing 

improvements are needed to add 

visibility.   
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Paris Bypass Corridor 

The Paris Bypass (Martin Luther King Blvd) encircles the 

northwest side of the City of Paris.  It is currently under 

construction to widen it from 2 lanes to 4 lanes with a 

center grass median and paved shoulders.  No sidewalks are 

planned for installation with the project.   

 

 

 

Paris Bypass  
(S Main St/Lexington Rd to Cypress Street) 

Recommendation:  

• Install a sidewalk or shared use trail to provide 

pedestrian access to the businesses along the 

corridor.  If a shared use trail is selected, one should 

be installed on both sides of the roadway. To 

encourage bicyclists to ride in the direction of travel 

and to avoid pedestrians having to unnecessarily 

cross the road.   

• Mark the paved shoulder as a bike lane.  This 

includes extending the bike lanes to the 

intersections where right turns are present.  

Combination bike lane/right turn lanes may be 

required to accomplish this. 

• Provide pedestrian crossing treatments at Ash Dr, 

Cypress Street and Main Street.  These may include 

high visibility crosswalks, pedestrian signals and 

refuges.   

 

Next Steps: 

• Request to KYTC – by City of Paris to include 

pedestrian crossing treatments as part of the 

reconstruction project currently underway.   

• Request to KYTC – to stripe/mark/sign bike lanes as 

part of the reconstruction project.   

• Preliminary Engineering – to determine scope and 

cost of sidewalk or shared use trail installation along 

one or both sides of the roadway. 

• Funding – A federal Transportation Enhancement 

funding grant is appropriate given high cost of 

project.   

 

 

Pedestrian observed walking along 

the bypass near Walmart 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pedestrian crossing treatments are 

needed at the intersections of Ash Dr, 

Cypress St and Main Street along this 

corridor due to the presence of 

destinations including restaurants and 

retail shops.   

 

 

Pedestrians observed walking along 

the bypass from Bourbon County High 

School toward Walmart. 
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Paris Bypass 
(Cypress Street to Legion Rd) 

 

This section of the Bypass presently has few intersecting 

streets, access point and destinations; however, the 

corridor will continue to develop and urbanize over time.   

  

Recommendation:  

• Install a sidewalk or shared use trail to provide 

pedestrian access to new destinations as they 

are developed along the corridor.  If a shared 

use trail is selected, one should be installed on 

both sides of the roadway.      

• Extend marked bike lanes as adjacent properties 

are developed.  Unmarked, paved shoulders are 

sufficient until development occurs.   

 

Next Step:  

• Policy – Require sidewalk and/or trail 

construction by adjacent property owners as 

development occurs.  This may require right-of-

way dedication or trail/sidewalk easements.  If 

construction proves difficult due to terrain, an 

in-lieu of fee should be collected by the City of 

Paris to help fund future construction.   
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Paris Bypass 
(Legion Rd to Millersburg  Rd) 

 

This section of the Bypass serves several community 

destinations including the Bourbon County Park, County 

Fair Grounds, Bourbon Community Hospital and Cane 

Ridge Elementary School.  No pedestrian facility is 

present along this section of roadway.   

 

Recommendation:  

• Retrofit with a sidewalk or shared use trail.  This 

section is a lower priority given the potential to 

connect neighborhoods to destinations via 

Legion Road and through the rear of the school 

and hospital property. 

 

Next Step:   

• Preliminary Engineering - Investigate the 

feasibility and timing of trail connections to the 

rear of the properties fronting this segment prior 

to initiating a retrofit project. 
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Bethlehem Rd 
(Main Street to Paris City Limits) 

Bethlehem Rd is located on the south side of Paris and 

connects several neighborhoods to Main Street.  It provides 

access to several Bourbon County Schools including 

Bourbon Central Elementary School, Bourbon County 

Middle and High School.  It carries a significant amount of 

traffic and has two lanes with no shoulders, curb, gutter or 

sidewalks.  Short sidewalk segments are located on the west 

side near Cross Creek Dr and the east side near Lilly Dr.  A 

Safe Routes to School Grant has been obtained to improve 

pedestrian access along portions of the corridor.  

 

Recommendation:  

• Install a sidewalk or shared use path along the 

roadway.  A shared use path would provide better 

mobility for both bicyclists and pedestrians; 

however, it may require additional right of way, 

engineering measures and expense.   

• Improve pedestrian crossing treatments at Bourbon 

Central Elementary School. The site is currently 

marked with crosswalks but no other safety 

features including sidewalks or pedestrian warning 

devices.    

• Ensure new developments adjacent to the roadway 

provide sidewalks from Cross Creek Dr to the Paris 

city limits.   

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris to 

determine cost of installing a shared use trail 

and/or sidewalk with existing Safe Routes to School 

funds.   

• Construction – of facility beginning at Main Street 

to the extent funding will allow. 

• Funding – pursue Safe Routes to School grant 

funding to complete facility to Cross Creek Dr. 

 
Bethlehem Road at Roeling Acres 

looking towards Bourbon County 

Midldle School. 

 

 
Improvements are needed at this 

crossing of Bethlehem Road to 

Bourbon Central Elementary School at 

Windham Drive  
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Clintonville Rd (20
th

 Street East) 
(Main Street to Paris City Limits) 

Clintonville Rd is located on the south side of Paris and 

connects several neighborhoods to Main Street.  It is 

primarily a two lane road with moderate traffic speeds.  

It lacks curb, gutter, sidewalks and shoulders.  There are 

short, disconnected segments of sidewalk near Brent 

Street and Clifton Ave. 

 

Recommendation:  

• Install a sidewalk and bike lane and/or shared 

use path 

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris to 

determine cost of installing a shared use trail 

and/or sidewalk/bike lane. 

• Funding - Pursue federal funds (Safe Routes to 

School or Transportation Enhancements) once 

feasibility and cost of project has been 

determined.     

 

 

 



 

Paris-Bourbon County Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan   2012 58 

 

20
th

 Street (West) 
(S Main Street to Cypress St) 

20
th

 Street is located on the north side of Paris and is a 

primary route between Cypress Street and Main 

Street.  It is a two lane road without curb, gutter, 

sidewalks or shoulders.   

 

Recommendation:   

• Install sidewalk and bike lane 

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris to 

determine cost of installing sidewalk/bike 

lane. 

• Funding - Pursue federal funds 

(Transportation Enhancements) once 

feasibility and cost of project has been 

determined.     

• Coordination - Approach adjacent property 

owners about possible right-of-way dedication 

or cost-sharing for sidewalk installation.   

• Policy – Require sidewalk and bike lane 

construction by adjacent property owners 

should new development or redevelopment 

occur along corridor.   

 

 

 

 

 
Pedestrian walking along 20

th
 Street 

toward Cypress Street.   
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High Street 
(2

nd
 Street to Main Street) 

High Street is a one way section with two vehicular 

travel lanes and on-street parking (typically on both 

sides) that traverses the central business district.  The 

street is 32-33’ wide 

 

Recommendation:  

• Improve walkabilty and bike-ability via a “road 

diet.” Removing a vehicular travel lane would 

slow traffic speeds in the CBD, improve safety, 

provide room for a bike lane.   

• Explore the use of back-in diagonal parking.  

• Explore reverting Main and High Streets back 

into 2-way streets.   

• Install curb extensions throughout the CBD. 

• Install on-street bicycle parking at 

destinations. 

• Install pedestrian countdown signals 

throughout the CBD. 

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris to 

review opportunities and constraints to 

various High Street configurations in the CBD. 

• Public Outreach - initiate a public dialogue on 

changes to High Street in the CBD that could 

provide for a more walkable and bike-friendly 

downtown.   

• Coordination – with KYTC for changes to High 

Street during future resurfacing project (spring 

2012).   

• Request to KYTC – for high visibility crosswalks 

and countdown pedestrian signals along the 

corridor. 

• Preliminary Engineering – for curb extensions 

(and minor sidewalk widening if road diet is 

implemented) through the CDB  

 

 

 
High St near St Mary School 
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Pleasant Street 
(10

th 
Street to 2

nd
 Street)

 

Pleasant Street runs parallel to Main Street through 

the Central Business District and is part of the 

Downtown Walking Tour.  The street is lined with 

generous sidewalks and buildings of historical and 

architectural significance, which creates a desirable 

walking environment.  The pavement width is 31’ with 

two way traffic and parking restricted on the west 

side.  Traffic volumes and speeds are low to moderate.   

 

Recommendation:  

• Install Sharrows in both directions of travel.  

Sharrows should be placed within travel lanes 

several feet from the curb line in the 

northbound direction and several feet from 

the outside parking lane line in the 

southbound direction.   

• Should the community desire bike lanes along 

Pleasant Street, parking removal would be 

required.   

• Install high visibility crosswalks.    

 

Next Step: 

• Funding – for Sharrow pavement markings 

and high visibility crosswalks (low cost). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Looking south on Pleasant Street. 
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8
th

 Street Corridor 

Eighth Street is located on the northwest side of Paris 

and runs from Downtown to the Bypass and beyond 

to the City of Georgetown.  It is a two-lane street that 

is approximately 38’ wide with moderate traffic 

volumes and speeds.    

 

 

8
th

 Street  
(High Street to Gano Street) 

The section between downtown and Gano Street has 

curb, gutter and sidewalks.  Light parking is present 

from downtown to Walker Ave.  Some parking 

restrictions are in place between Walker Ave and 

Gano St.   At Walker Ave, a pedestrian crossing with a 

flasher is present.  Sight distance at this location is 

poor.   

 

Recommendation: 

• Install bike lanes from High Street to Gano 

Street by restricting parking to one side of the 

street.   

• Improve visibility of pedestrian crossing at 

Walker Ave.  This may include curb 

extensions, high visibility crosswalks, advance 

signage and/or pavement markings or a 4-way 

stop.   

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris to 

draft striping plan for bike lanes and crossing 

improvements. 

• Public Outreach – to adjacent property 

owners to discuss changes to parking.   

• Funding – for bike lanes (low cost) and 

crossing improvements (low to moderate 

cost). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Light parking is present between 

downtown and Walker Ave. Note lack of 

curb ramps.  The pedestrian crosswalk 

at the top of the hill at Walker Ave has 

poor sight distance.  

 

 

 

 
Yellow curbs delineate parking 

restrictions on one side of the street  

between Walker Ave and Gano Street.  

Improperly placed trash receptacles and 

narrow planting strips lead to 

obstructed sidewalks.    
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8
th

 Street  
(Gano Street to Bypass) 

Eighth Street has a rural cross-section from Gano 

Street to the Bypass.   The area adjacent to the 

roadway is largely undeveloped although it is 

within the city limits of Paris.   

 

Recommendation: 

• Install a sidewalk from Gano Street to the 

Paris School Sports Complex (short term). 

• Install a sidewalk and bike lane along entire 

corridor (long term). 

 

Next Step: 

• Policy – Require sidewalk and bike lane 

construction by adjacent property owners 

should new development or redevelopment 

occur along corridor.   

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris for 

short sidewalk segment from Gano Street to 

Paris Sports Complex.     

• Funding – for sidewalk installation (moderate 

cost). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This short section of 8

th
 Street from 

Gano Street to the Paris Sports Complex 

should be a high priority for a sidewalk 

installation. 
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7
th

 Street  
(High Street to Gano Street) 

Seventh street runs from downtown Paris to Gano 

Street, near 8
th

 Street.  The street is two lanes in each 

direction, is approximately 35’ wide and has parking 

restrictions on the north side near the Paris Middle 

School and Paris High School.  Traffic volumes and 

speeds are low to moderate.  The street narrows 

significantly at Higgins/Walker Ave.  Several midblock 

pedestrian crossings are marked near the school 

complex. 

 

Recommendation: 

• Install Sharows from High Street to Walker 

Ave 

• Install Bike Route signage from Walker Ave to 

Gano Street (to connect to the Paris Sports 

Complex). 

• Improve pedestrian crossings with parking 

restrictions near crosswalks, installing high 

visibility crosswalks, curb extensions, curb 

ramps and advance signage and pavement 

markings.  

• Improve pedestrian crossing at Cypress Street 

as described in Cypress Street improvements.   

 

Next Step: 

• Funding - Apply for Safe Routes to School 

funding for improvements.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
A series of three crosswalks on 7

th
 Street 

near the Paris Independent School 

complex are not very visible from the 

perspective of drivers.  Parked cars also 

impede visibility of pedestrians crossing 

from the southeast side of the street.   
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2
nd

 Street 
(High Street to Bypass)  

 

Second Street runs between downtown and the Paris 

Bypass.  The street is relatively narrow at 24-25’ with 

low to moderate traffic volumes and speeds.   Sidewalks 

are present along the urbanized sections from High 

Street to Kelly Street. 

 

Recommendation: 

• Install Bike Route signage for connectivity.  

Sharrows may be added as desired.   

• Consider parking restrictions on one side of the 

street from High Street to Kelly Street to 

discourage motorists from parking on the 

sidewalk. 

• Install a sidewalk from Kelly Street to the 

Bypass.  This could be accomplished if/when 

new development occurs.     

 

Next Step: 

• Funding – low cost for bike route signs and no 

parking signage/markings.   

• Public Outreach – to neighborhood to discuss 

changes to parking.   

• Policy – Require sidewalk and construction by 

adjacent property owners should new 

development or redevelopment occur along 

corridor.   

 

 

 

 
Pedestrian walking along 2

nd
 Street 

toward downtown Paris. 

 

 

 

 
Rural cross-section looking toward the 

Bypass.  A sidewalk could be installed on 

either side and with sharrows on-street 

for bikes.   
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Winchester St  
(Pleasant St to Link Ave) 

 

Winchester Street is located on the south side of 

Paris and is the primary route to downtown for 

several Paris neighborhoods.  The street is 29’ wide 

with two travel lanes in each direction.  The street 

has moderate traffic speeds and volumes, including a 

large volume of truck traffic.  The street centerline is 

placed half-way between the curb lines, leaving 

inadequate width on either side of the street to 

accommodate on-street parking.  As a result, many 

drivers park on and obstruct the sidewalk.      

 

Recommendation: 

• Restrict parking on the east side of the street 

(the west side has the greatest parking 

demand).   

• Shift the centerline of the street to 

accommodate an 11’ northbound, an 11’ 

southbound travel lane and a 7’ parking lane 

on the west side of the street.  

• Install Sharrows in both directions of travel.  

Sharrows should be placed within travel lanes 

several feet from the curb line in the 

northbound direction and several feet from 

the outside parking lane line in the 

southbound direction.   

• Improve pedestrian crossings treatments at 

the railroad crossing. 

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – by City of Paris to 

draft striping plan for bike lanes and crossing 

improvements. 

• Public Outreach – to adjacent property 

owners to discuss changes to parking.   

• Funding – for bike lanes (low cost) and 

crossing improvements (low to moderate 

cost). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vehicles park on the sidewalk due to high 

parking demand and lack of street width 

to accommodate it.   
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Bike Routes 
Bike routes are generally installed on low volume, 

low speed streets or on short segments of busier 

street for wayfinding, connectivity and continuity of 

bike facilities.   Streets within the city of Paris that 

may be signed as bike routes include: 

  

Lilliston Ave 

Stewart St 

Vine Street 

Stoner Ave 

Redbud Lane 

Cross Creek Dr 

2
nd

 Street  

7
th

 Street 
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Stoner Creek Trail Phase 2 & County Park Connector 

 
 
Recommendation: 

Stoner Creek Trail Phase 2 would connect the existing Phase 1 trail located along the 

wastewater treatment plant property to Garrard City Park.  The trail would continue 

on-road at Houston Ave / 2
nd

 Street to connect to the Houston Creek Trail.  Stoner 

Creek Trail Phase 2 is presently funded with a federal grant and is currently being 

managed by the volunteer, non-profit Stoner Creek Trails, Inc.   

 

Next Step: 

• Initiate a MOA between Stoner Creek Trails and the City of Paris to transfer 

management of the project to the City of Paris.  

• Negotiate an easement with the railroad company. 

• Initiate final engineering design.   

 

Recommendation: 

The County Park Connector would provide connectivity from the Stoner Creek Trails 

to Cane Ridge Elementary School, Bourbon Community Hospital and to the walking 

trails located in the County Park near the rear of the Health Department.   

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary design 

• Easements from Bourbon Community Hospital and Bourbon County Public 

Schools for connector trails. 
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Houston Creek Trail – Phase 1, 2 & 3 

 
Recommendation: 

Houston Creek Trail Phase 1 would parallel Houston Creek through the Paris Schools 

Sports Complex south of 8
th

 Street and through City and YMCA owned property north  

of 8
th

 Street to Stewart Street.  The trail segment has a higher priority due to possible 

ease of property acquisition and the potential for recreational use by those utilizing 

the Sports Complex for other activities.  A pedestrian crossing in the vicinity of Gano 

Street, 8
th

 Street and Sports Complex Drive is necessary.   

 

Next Step: 

• Initiate discussions with the YMCA, Paris Independent School System and the 

City of Paris regarding potential trail alignments and easements.     

• Initiate a feasibility study in conjunction with other phases of the Houston 

Creek Trail. 

• Initiate preliminary engineering. 

 

Recommendation: 

Houston Creek Trail Phase 2 would parallel Houston Creek from Lilliston Ave through 

the greenspace/park adjacent to the apartment complex.  The trail would continue 

along the creek, requiring easements through private property to the city-owned 

property at the refuse collection center and Stewart Street.    

 

Next Step: 

• Initiate a feasibility study in conjunction with other phases of the Houston 

Creek Trail. 
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• Initiate discussions with private property owners in conjunction with the 

feasibility study. 

 

Recommendation: 

Houston Creek Trail Phase 3 would parallel Houston Creek from the Paris School 

Sports Complex to Fords Mill Rd.  The north side of the creek is within private 

ownership, however, it has not been subdivided as on the south side of the creek.  

The parcels are within the incorporated limits of the City of Paris and will presumably 

be subdivided sometime in the future.   

 

Next Step: 

• Initiate a feasibility study in conjunction with other phases of the Houston 

Creek Trail. 

• Investigate private property ownership and likelihood of future development.   

• Ensure trail easements and/or construction in conjunction with new 

development should the property be subdivided.   
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Houston Creek Trail – Phase 4 & 5 

 
Recommendation: 

Houston Creek Trail Phase 4 would parallel Houston Creek from Fords Mill Rd to 

Lexington Rd/Paris Pike.  This trail alignment is within private ownership.  Most 

parcels are not within the incorporate limits of the City of Paris, thus have not been 

subdivided.  There has been some discussion on the need for a sanitary sewer line 

install/upgrade within the vicinity of the trail.  Should improvements occur, this would 

be an opportune time to secure a trail easement and plan construction simultaneous 

with sanitary sewer improvements. 

 

Next Step: 

• Initiate a feasibility study in conjunction with other phases of the Houston 

Creek Trail. 

• Investigate likelihood of a city or county-sponsored sanitary sewer 

improvement and initiate discussion on piggy-backing trail improvements. 

• Investigate private property ownership and likelihood of future development.   

• Ensure trail easements are secured and/or construction is completed in 

conjunction with sanitary sewer projects or with new development if the 

property is subdivided.   

 
Recommendation: 

Houston Creek Trail Phase 5 would parallel Houston Creek from Lexington Rd/Paris 

Pike to Houston Oaks.  The trail alignment is within private ownership.  The parcels 

are located inside the incorporated limits of the City of Paris but they have not been 

subdivided.      
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Next Step: 

• Initiate a feasibility study in conjunction with other phases of the Houston 

Creek Trail. 

• Investigate private property ownership and likelihood of future development.   

• Ensure trail easements are secured and/or construction is completed in 

conjunction with new development if the property is subdivided.   
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Southside Connectors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Recommendation: 

Houston Oaks Connector would parallel an access road to connect the Houston Oaks 

development to the proposed trail along Paris Pike and the Houston Creek Trail.   

 

Next Step: 

• Initiate a discussion with the developers of Houston Oaks regarding trail 

construction.  While the trail may not connect to other trails for some time, 

given the current development activity at Houston Oaks, now is the time to 

plan and/or construct the trail to allow for future connectivity  

 
Recommendation: 

Southside Greenway Connector would parallel an intermittent tributary to Houston 

Creek through the property south of Cross Creek Drive.  The property is within the 

incorporated limits of the City of Paris and new development activity is present 

nearby.   

 

Next Step: 

• Investigate private property ownership and likelihood of future development.   

• Ensure trail easements and/or construction in conjunction with new 

development should the property be subdivided.   

 

 
Recommendation: 
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Bourbon Hills Connector would connect across private property between Redbud 

Lane and Bourbon Hills Drive, providing a pedestrian connection and greatly reducing 

walking distances between two neighborhoods, a shopping center and an elementary 

school.   The property is within the incorporated limits of the City of Paris and some 

development activity is present nearby.  There is evidence of current pedestrian 

and/or vehicular activity crossing the property presumably by the owners or 

trespassers.  

 

Next Step: 

• Investigate private property ownership and likelihood of future development.   

• Initiate a discussion with the property owner on their willingness to provide 

an easement should they indicate that near-term subdivision of the property 

is unlikely.   

• Ensure trail easements and/or construction in conjunction with new 

development should the property be subdivided.   
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School Connector & Baldwin Ave Connector 

 
Recommendation: 

Southside School Connector would connect several neighborhoods between 17
th

 Street 

and Bethlehem Road to Bourbon County Elementary, Middle and High Schools along an 

apparent abandoned railroad corridor.  The trail would also create access between the 

neighborhoods west of Bethlehem Road to Main Street, continuing into downtown 

Paris.   

 

Next Step: 

• Investigate status of the abandonment and property ownership.  This will 

require coordination/investigation by city attorneys and the railroad owners.   

• Initiate preliminary design assuming property ownership is intact and the 

railroad will release the easement to the city.   

• Initiate public outreach.  Rail corridors follow well established property lines and 

citizens will need to be reassured of the positive impacts of trail development 

along abandonments.  

• Investigate/apply for Safe Routes to School funding for final design and 

construction given proximity to schools.   

 
Recommendation: 

Baldwin Avenue Connector would connect several neighborhoods from 17
th

 and 16
th

 

Street to the businesses off the Paris Bypass along an apparent abandoned railroad 

corridor.  The trail could continue on the west side of the Bypass to connect future 

businesses, neighborhoods and economic development park.  The trail could continue 
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westward along the abandonment toward Centerville/Georgetown for a number of 

miles.  This would provide an enjoyable way for families and tourists to travel between 

these communities. 

 

Next Step: 

• Investigate status of the abandonment between the Bypass and Baldwin Ave 

and between Fords Mill Road and Russell Cave Road in Centerville. This will 

require coordination/investigation by city attorneys and the railroad owners.   

• Initiate preliminary design and/or easement acquisition from the Bypass to 

Baldwin Ave.   

• Initiate public outreach.   

• Ensure that trail easements and/or construction are required as a condition of 

new development between the Bypass and Fords Mill Rd.   
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City of Millersburg 

Projects 
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City of Millersburg 
  

Main Street Corridor  
(Old Main Street to Cynthiana Rd) 

Main Street is the primary roadway through the City of 

Millersburg.  The street is lined with downtown businesses, 

churches, a school and city park.  As the prominent corridor 

in the community, bicycling and walking should be safe and 

comfortable for residents and visitors. 

 

The street width and lane configuration of Main Street 

varies slightly along the corridor being 39-40’ wide through 

many sections.  There is considerable truck traffic traveling 

along Millersburg’s Main Street.   

 

Recommendation: 

• Install bike lanes from Old Main Street to Cynthiana 

Road by removing parking on one side of the street.  

A 40’ cross-section could accommodate two 11’ 

travel lanes, an 8’ parking lane and two 5’ bike 

lanes.  This would visually narrow the street to 

reducing speeding.  If it is desirable to maintain 

parking on both sides of the street through the CBD, 

then sharrows should be installed.   

• Improve pedestrian crossings at 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

, 8
th

 and 

11
th

 street.  Improvements should include high 

visibility crosswalks, curb extensions, curb ramps, 

advance signage and pavement markings.  

• Improve the school crossing across from the 

Elementary School.  This should include a raised 

median or curb extensions, high visibility crosswalk 

markings and advance signage.   

• Install raised medians periodically along the 

corridor to facilitate mid-block pedestrian crossings.  

Crossings should be considered when the distance 

between signalized crossings exceeds 300’ and 

there is observed pedestrian crossing activity. 

Painted medians are a short term solution, however 

raised medians provide for greater safety.     

• Provide sidewalks and improved pedestrian crossing 

at the intersection of Cynthiana Rd.   

• Repair sidewalk along Main Street in front of the 

school 

 

 

 

 

 
Pedestrians dashing across Main Street 

could benefit from a raised pedestrian 

refuge in the center of the street, curb 

extensions and well marked crossings..  

See examples below 

 

 
Yipsilantii MI, pedbikeimages.com  

 

 

 
Brandford CT, pedbikeimages.com 
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Next Step: 

• Request to KYTC – to conduct a preliminary 

engineering review to determine if bike lanes are 

feasible via restriping from Old Main Street to 

Cynthiana Rd. 

• Public Outreach – to adjacent property owners to 

discuss changes to parking.   

• Request to KYTC – to review pedestrian crossing 

improvements at the intersections listed above.   

• Coordination – of restriping with any scheduled 

resurfacing projects.   

• Funding – pursue locally or through KYTC for low 

cost improvements including bike lanes and high 

visibility crosswalks.   

• Funding – Pursue Safe Routes to School funding for 

sidewalk improvements near the school and to 

improve the mid-block pedestrian crossing. 

• Funding – Pursue TE grant funding for 

improvements to the Main St pedestrian crossing 

infrastructure including curb extensions and raised 

medians.   

 

 
Fast moving traffic and a lack of visibility 

make this a less than desirable school 

crossing.   A raised median would slow 

traffic.  Advance pavement marking and 

more visible crosswalks would also 

enhance visibility.  See example below.   

 

 
 Kirkland WA, pedbikeimages.com 
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Bike Projects  
 

See the Bourbon County Project Sheets for details on the 

bike facilities shown outside the city limits on the 

Millersburg Bike Plan map, including on Cynthiana Rd, 

Millersburg Rd, Ruddles Mill and Blacks Crossroad. 

 

Bike Parking 

Bike parking should be installed along Main Street and along 

some of the intersecting streets that have commercial uses.  

Bike racks are also desirable at the school and city park. 

 

City Park Trail 

A shared use trail could wind through the city park to 

provide residents with a safe and comfortable place to get 

exercise and provide a place for children to ride their bikes.  

A potential funding source includes the Recreational Trail 

program.  See Appendix B for funding sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bikes parked along Main Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A shared use trail within the city park 

would be a great addition to the 

community.   
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Pedestrian Projects 

The Millersburg Pedestrian Plan shows the priority of 

various streets with regard to sidewalk repairs and 

installations.  

Recommendation: 

• Initiate a sidewalk repair program.  Notify property 

owners of their responsibility to repair sidewalks 

along their frontage.  Follow the general priority 

indicated on Figure 5.5 for a phased approach.  

Begin with businesses and other public buildings 

frequented by pedestrians.  A cost-share program 

may be considered. 

• Initiate a curb ramp installation program.  This 

would improve pedestrian access at intersections 

and make sidewalks more continuous.  At a 

minimum, ramps must be installed at the time of 

resurfacing projects (per ADA regulations); 

however, installations in the nearer future are 

desirable.   

 
Next Step: 

• Public Outreach – regarding sidewalk maintenance 

responsibilities 

• Code Enforcement – of properties with sidewalks in 

poor repair 

• Funding – by City of Millersburg for improving 

sidewalks along city-maintained properties 

• Funding – for a curb ramp installation program.  A 

small amount should be allocated annually.   

 

 

 

 
Repairing sidewalks in front of public 

buildings and businesses should be a 

priority,  The sidewalk in front of city hall 

and the school is in poor repair, setting a 

bad example for private property owners   

 

 
This business provides a great pedestrian-

friendly streetscape, but the sidewalk is in 

disrepair. 

 

 

 
Sidewalks along many streets in 

Millersburg stop at the edge of the right 

of way at intersections.  This means that 

no one in a wheelchair, pushing a stroller 

or children riding a bike may easily use 

them.  Curb ramps are needed. 
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City of  

North Middletown 

Projects 
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City of North Middletown 
  

Main Street 
(Church Street to Mt Sterling Rd) 

 

Main Street is the primary roadway through the City of 

North Middletown.  The street is lined with a few 

downtown businesses and city hall.  As the prominent 

corridor in the community, bicycling and walking should be 

safe and comfortable for residents and visitors. 

 

Recommendation: 

• Improve pedestrian crossings at College St and Mt 

Sterling Rd.  Improvements should include high 

visibility crosswalks, curb extensions, curb ramps, 

advance signage and pavement markings. 

• Provide a marked mid-block pedestrian crossing at 

Cook Street.   

• Repair sidewalks along Main Street.   

• Install Sharrows indicating that bikes traversing into 

and through town are welcome and that motorists 

should share the road.   

 

Next Step: 

• Request to KYTC – to review pedestrian crossing 

improvements at the intersections listed above.   

• Coordination – of restriping with any scheduled 

resurfacing projects.   

• Funding – pursue locally or through KYTC for low 

cost improvements including sharrows and high 

visibility crosswalks.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bicyclist and pedestrian along Main 

Street.   
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Thatchers Mill / College Road 
(Static Rd to Wilson St) 

 

This corridor connects the neighborhoods on the south side 

of N Middletown to the public elementary school.  As a 

primary school route, the roadway should be inviting and 

safe for children.   

 

Recommendation: 

• Install a shared use trail to allow children easily  

bike and walk to school.  If a trail is not feasible, or 

cost prohibitive, a minimum 5’ sidewalk should be 

installed to facilitate walking and the occasional 

child bike rider.  If a sidewalk is installed, sharrows 

should be provided on-street.   

• Improve the sidewalk connection along College Rd 

to the school site.   

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – to determine feasibility 

and cost of installing a shared use trail.  

• Funding – Pursue Safe Routes to School funding for 

sidewalk/trail improvements near the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sidewalk to the school stops just short of 

College Rd. 
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Mt Sterling Rd 
(Hill N Dell to Main Street) 

 

This corridor connects the neighborhoods on the south side 

of N Middletown to Main Street.   

 

Recommendation: 

• Install a sidewalk.   

• Provide sharrows on-street.   

• Improve pedestrian crossing at Main Street. 

 

Next Step: 

• Preliminary Engineering – to determine feasibility 

and cost of installing a sidewalk. 

• Funding – Pursue TE grant for sidewalk and 

pedestrian crossing improvements. 

 

 

 

 

 
Historic landmark along Mt Sterling Rd 
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Bike Projects  
 

See the Bourbon County Project Sheets for details on the 

bike facilities shown outside the city limits on the North 

Middletown Bike Plan map including N Middletown Road 

and Mt Sterling Rd. 

 

Bike Parking 

Bike parking should be installed at a few key locations along 

Main Street including City Hall and at local businesses.  Bike 

parking should also be provided at the school.   

 

Cemetery Trail 

N Middletown lacks a city park, likely due to its small size.  

Establishing a walking and bicycling route through the local 

cemetery could be considered to provide some recreational 

use.  The extent of the improvement might include signage 

to indicate that public use for recreation is permissible and 

to provide mileage markers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Businesses along Main Street that could 

install bike parking. 
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Pedestrian Projects 

The N Middletown Pedestrian Plan shows the priority of 

various streets with regard to sidewalk repairs and 

installation.  

Recommendation: 

• Initiate a sidewalk repair program.  Notify property 

owners of their responsibility to repair sidewalks 

along their frontage.  Follow the general priority 

indicated on Figure 5.7 for a phased approach.  

Begin with businesses and other public buildings 

frequented by pedestrians.  A cost-share program 

may be considered. 

 
Next Step: 

• Public Outreach – regarding sidewalk maintenance 

responsibilities 

• Code Enforcement – of properties with sidewalks in 

poor repair 

 

 

 

 

 
Sidewalk in poor repair on Main Street 

near the intersection with Liberty St..   
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APPENDIX A - BEST DESIGN PRACTICES 

 

The following resources and links were compiled from the National Complete Streets Coalition 

and the Federal Highway Administration.   

 

Street Design 
Designing Walkable Urban Thoroughfares: A Context Sensitive Approach: An ITE Recommended 

Practice, Institute of Transportation Engineers, 2010.  Considers the integration of land use 

consideration in multi-modal street design to create walkable communities. 

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

2009.  Defines the standards used by road managers nationwide to install and maintain traffic 

control devices on all public streets and bikeways. 

Traffic Calming Library, Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE).  Contains a searchable 

database of reports, articles and other documents related to traffic calming. 

 

Bicycle Facility Design 
Urban Bikeway Design Guide, National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO), is 

based on national and international best practices in bikeway design.  The online resource is 

updated regularly. 

Guide to the Development of Bicycle Facilities, American Association of State Highway and 

Transportation Officials (AASHTO), 1999. Provides guidance on the design of bicycle facilities 

including bike lanes and shared use paths.  The new draft guide is currently undergoing peer 

review.  Federally funded projects (i.e. KYTC grant and roadway projects) generally must follow 

AASHTO guidelines.  

Fundamentals of Bicycle Boulevard Planning & Design Guidebook, Initiative of Bicycle & 

Pedestrian Innovation, Portland State University.   

 

Pedestrian Facility Design 
Revised Draft Guidelines for Accessible Public Rights-of-Way, US Access Board, 2005.  Addresses 

accessibility issues along public rights-of-way. 

Guide for the Planning, Design and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities, American Association of 

State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), 2004.  Provides guidance on the planning, 

design, and operation of pedestrian facilities along streets and highways.  Federally funded 

projects (i.e. KYTC grant and roadway projects) generally must follow AASHTO guidelines.  

Designing Sidewalks and Trails for Access— Part 2, Best Practices Design Guide (2001), Best 

Practices Guide, Federal Highway Administration, 2001. 

 
Additional Resources 
National Complete Streets Coalition – www.completestreets.org  

FHWA Bicycle & Pedestrian Program -  http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bikeped/ 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center - http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/ 
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APPENDIX B – FUNDING SOURCES 

A variety of funding sources are often used to implement projects.  The scale, location, type of 

project and other considerations determine which sources make the most sense for any given 

project.  Funding sources may need to be combined, sometimes over a period of years, to 

complete larger projects.  Possible sources include:   

 

Local Government  
The list of community needs is always great and funding will always be limited; however, even 

small allocations at the local level for preliminary engineering, grant matches and in-kind 

contributions can help support and advance projects.    

 

• Annual general fund allocations 

• County and municipal aid road fund allocations 

• Municipal bond fund allocations 

• Grant match allocations 

• Sidewalk matching programs (for installation or repair)  

• Labor for engineering or construction  

• Materials for construction  

• Labor for maintenance   

• Code enforcement 

• Project management 

 

State Government 
A number of federal transportation grant programs are administered by the KY Transportation 

Cabinet and Governors Office for Local Development. Grant funds generally require that local 

governments provide funding for 20 to 50% of project costs.  

 

• Safe Routes to School (SR2S) 

• Transportation Enhancement (TE) 

• Recreational Trails Program (RTP) 

• Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 

• Scenic Highways and Byways 

• Hazard Elimination Safety (HES) Grants 

• Transportation Community and System Preservation (TCSP) 

 

Private  
Corporate investments and private donations from individuals or foundations may be used for 

improvements and to leverage local, state and federal funds.   

 

• Facility construction during new development and redevelopment   

• Land donations  

• Easements   

• Cash donations  

• In-kind materials 

• Volunteer labor  


