
To:  Bourbon County Board of Adjustments 

From:  Bill Gibson 

Date:  April 10, 2020 

Subject:  Variance Request 

The purpose of this memo is to request two zoning variances in reference to parcel #025-00-00-010.03 (zoned B-2) 

with a physical address of 202 Commerce Drive, Paris, KY  40361. 

Variance Request 1 

Applicable Zoning Ordinance - § 81.102 LANDSCAPE BUFFER EASEMENT – (B) Location of landscape 

buffer easements. The easements described in categories I, II, III, and IV of subsection (A) shall apply to all 

common boundaries as defined in § 81.101. The easements described in categories V, VI, and VII shall 

apply to the property line adjacent to the freeway or public right-of-way as described in § 81.101. 

Easements described in category VIII shall apply to all boundaries of the stated activities.  

Special Condition – Due to the pavement requirements of the property, the space between the exterior 

edge of the proposed paving surface and the drainage easement ditch located on the south side of the 

property (8th Street), provides an irregular area to plant a continuous hedge.  In many locations along the 

length of the proposed pavement perimeter the distance to the slope of the ditch will be relatively short 

and will not provide suitable space for planting.  Additionally, the ditch is lined with riprap and overall 

planning success may be compromised due to rocky soil. 

Proposal – The current site plan calls for intermittent planting of fountain grasses in areas along the 8th 

street perimeter of the lot for a partial barrier and aesthetics.  This would be comparable to the 

landscaping located two lots down 8th St. at 300 Commerce Drive. 

Variance Request 2 

Applicable Zoning Ordinance - § 80.203 OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING C. Use and required off-

street parking spaces:   

15. Establishment for sale and consumption on the premises of beverages, food, or other 

refreshments excluding drive-in restaurants. One (1) space for each one hundred (100) square feet of 

gross floor area plus one (1) space for each four (4) employees.  

18. All retail stores, including drive-in restaurants and other similar establishments. One (1) 

parking space for each three hundred (300) square feet of gross floor area. 

Special Condition – Due to the drainage easements located on the road facing perimeter of the lot, the 

off-street parking area had some limitations due to a confinement of space.  Based on the engineering 

calculation, the property is required to have 32 parking spaces.  After preliminary review of the site plan 

submitted for final approval by the City’s contract engineer, some safety modifications were made to 

better facilitate traffic flow and directional parking.  In order to provide a safer environment for 

customers navigating the parking lot, one space was eliminated and the site plan now indicates 31 spaces 

versus the required 32. 

Proposal – The elimination of one parking space allowed for better and roomier traffic flow as well as 

enhancing the safety of entering and leaving spaces. 

The Board’s thoughtful consideration on this matter is greatly appreciated. 



 


