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2020 will be a year to remember!   
It is indisputable that 2020 will be remembered by the 

universal challenges faced due to a global pandemic 

compounded by long overdue community conversations 

about equity, race, and justice.  These two matters of 

public health and equity should be integral to sound 

decision making for housing, jobs, public health, 

infrastructure, the environment and preserving our 

heritage. Therefore, it is crucial that we connect as a 

community with an open and compassionate mind, as 

these conversations and subsequent actions will 

influence our children, grandchildren, and generations 

far beyond our time.  Along with the rest of the United 

States, we face a long uphill road even as we begin to 

see the “light at the end of this pandemic tunnel”. 

However, I have confidence that our small but mighty 

community will recover stronger than before!  The 

Planning Office is humbled to continue serving you. We 

look forward to navigating 2021 and the future of our 

community together!   
 

Andrea S. Pompei Lacy, AICP 

Planning Administrator 

 

 

Like every other organization, this year the Planning 

Office offered new formats for community 

conversations. In partnership with other local 

organizations, there were a total of 17 opportunities 

for public participation offered throughout the year 

with over 250 total participants.  These meetings 

focused primarily on the Envision 2040 Comprehensive 

Plan Update and the West-side Neighborhood Plan 

development. 

   Envision 2040 comprehensive plan  

Even with the abnormal conditions of 2020, we were 

able to offer several in-person and virtual community 

engagement opportunities for the “Envision 2040” 

Comprehensive Plan Update. In October, we held an 

in-person socially distanced open house session at the 

Paris-Bourbon County YMCA to gather input on the 

future land use of the community.  Feedback from this 

session and other online forums influenced the 

proposed 2040 future land use maps for the Cities of 

Millersburg, North Middletown, and Paris.   

 

facilitating community conversations 

2020 ANNUAL REFLECTION 

A new way of 

 

Above: North Middletown Land Use Workshop February 11, 2020. 

Below: Millersburg Land Use Workshop March 10, 2020. 

 



   Envision 2040  continued… 

In early 2021, the goals and objectives, future land use 

maps, and comprehensive plan will be considered by 

the Bourbon County Joint Planning Commission and 

each legislative body of the participating jurisdictions. 

Stay tuned for future announcements at 

www.bourboncountyplanning.com and in the Bourbon County 

Citizen.   

      west-side neighborhood plan 

A neighborhood plan identifies needs and concerns 

while aiming to improve the neighborhood with a guide 

for future revitalization and policy adoption.  Through 

the leadership of the West-side Neighborhood, Paris 

City Commission, and Ed Holmes Planning Consultancy, 

the Planning Office was able to assist with the 

development of the first neighborhood plan for this 

historically black neighborhood.   

Over a twelve 

month period, 

in-person and 

virtual work 

sessions were 

held to identify 

neighborhood 

revitalization 

strategies as 

guided by 

residents of 

the west-side neighborhood.  This timely project 

challenged all involved to have constructive discussions 

on how to improve the quality of life for residents.   

 

 

The result is a plan that conveys a vision while setting 

the stage for future projects and policy changes 

through the continuation of a grassroots committee 

structure.  These three committees are focused on 1) 

Housing, Infrastructure & Public Safety, 2) Arts & 

Recreation, and 3) Economic & Workforce 

Development.  In early 2021, each Committee will 

resume meeting to continue advancing the goals of the 

neighborhood.  

 

      
 

To view the West-side Neighborhood Plan visit 

www.bourboncountyplanning.com   

In 2019-2020, West-Side Paris neighborhood members and community 

leadership participated in the West-side Neighborhood Plan 

Development process.  Above photo circa: 10/2019  

Learn more about the West-side Neighborhood Plan at 

www.bourboncountyplanning.com 

 

The Bourbon County Future Land Use Open House was held at the YMCA on October 26, 2020 with social distancing, mask wearing, temperature checks, 

and lots of sanitation! Attendees provided written feedback for consideration in the future land use maps for our community.   

 

 

YMCA Future Land Use Open House 

2020  

http://www.bourboncountyplanning.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/64egqey28lpe03v/West%20Side%20Neighborhood%20Strategic%20Action%20Plan%20FINAL.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/64egqey28lpe03v/West%20Side%20Neighborhood%20Strategic%20Action%20Plan%20FINAL.pdf?dl=0
http://www.bourboncountyplanning.com/


This year the Bourbon 

County Joint Planning 

Commission invested in 

upgrading our permitting 

system to an online platform 

called iWorQ.  While the 

Planning Office has 

benefited internally by 

improving the way we manage our office functions, the 

community also has access to online forms for reporting 

code violations and to submit applications for building 

and electrical permits.  We are glad to be able to rise 

to the technological challenges of the day, but also still 

take pride in being able to sit down with an applicant 

or citizen to best fit their needs and capabilities. 

 

    staff achievements 

This year, our very own Michelle Thornsburg (Building 

Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer) obtained her 

Level II Certified Building Inspector license.  This means 

that in addition to inspecting residential construction, 

she is now licensed to oversee commercial building 

construction in Bourbon County. In 2020 alone, Michelle 

oversaw permitting and inspections for 163 building 

permits.  Types of permits can range from construction 

of new housing, pole barns, garages, existing home 

renovations, new decks and even swimming pools.   

Out of curiosity, we inquired with the State of Kentucky 

Department of Housing about the number of female 

inspectors in Michelle’s class.  We learned that: 

- 9% or 49 of 550 total inspectors enrolled in 

the Kentucky Certified Building Inspector 

Program are female. 

- 1.8% or 10 of the total 550 inspectors 

enrolled in the Kentucky Certified Building 

Inspector Program are female and have 

obtained a Level II certification. 

We are very proud of this milestone that Michelle has 

reached over her five (5) years with the Planning 

Office and admire her perseverance to achieve her 

professional goals and her dedication to serving the 

Bourbon County Community.   

 

 

    a joint code enforcement board  

In 2020, the Bourbon County Fiscal Court, and the 

Cities of Paris and North Middletown entered into an 

interlocal agreement to establish the Bourbon County 

Joint Code Enforcement Board.  This Board will oversee 

the development of a more robust code enforcement 

program for these jurisdictions that continue to be 

administered by the Bourbon County Joint Planning 

Office.  In 2021, we are looking forward to 

developing a more robust code enforcement program 

that applies heavier penalties for property 

maintenance violations.  

 

    “BAD” Properties 

Last year, over 250 code violations were issued for 

property maintenance throughout Bourbon County.  To 

download the full list of violations from 2020, visit the 

enforcement page on our website at 

www.bourboncountyplanning.com.  

The map below highlights locations throughout the City 

of Paris that are currently documented by the Bourbon 

County Joint Planning Office as blighted, abandoned, 

and dilapidated properties. Click below to view this 

map online.  Do you see properties that should be 

added?  Please contact us!  mthornsburg@paris.ky.gov   

BLIGHTED, ABANDONED, AND DILAPIDATED PROPERTIES 

CITY OF PARIS, KY 

  

customer service 
2020  

Improving 

Celebrating 

Establishing 

Tracking 

http://www.bourboncountyplanning.com/
mailto:mthornsburg@paris.ky.gov
https://parisbourbon.portal.iworq.net/PARISBOURBON/new-case/400/1394
https://www.bourboncountyplanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/BAD-Property-List-City-of-Paris-2021.pdf


     housing construction 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Source for new construction data:  Bourbon County Joint Planning Office 
building permit application data.   

 

 

 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED 

SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS 

(2014-2020) 

BOURBON COUNTY, KY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RESIDENTIAL COST OF CONSTRUCTION 

BOURBON COUNTY, 2020 

 

  

$ 11.5 M  
Investment in 

new housing 

construction  

Issued permits for        

51 housing units  
2019 – 46 

2018 – 43 

82%  

Unincorporated County 

(42) 

 

18% 

City of Paris 

(9) 

 

2,020 square feet 
Median Square Footage for new  

single-family dwelling 

 

LOCATION OF NEW HOUSING CONSTRUCTION 

(2017) 

 

 

MEDIAN COST OF CONSTRUCTION 

Cost includes materials and labor for construction 

only. 

Single-Family Dwelling 

$185,500 
 

 

2019 – $275,000 

2018 – $192,342 

 

 
 

Major residential subdivision approved by 

Planning Commission for 26 new single-

family homes along Clintonville Rd.  

 

HOUSING PERMITS BY ZONING DISTRICT 
Total = 45 

In 2020, 100% of residential building permits issued 

were for single-family dwellings.  The last time duplex 

or multi-family permits were issued was in 2017 at a 

total of nine (9) new housing units.  

2020  



 

 

 

Over $1 million invested in new small 

business development in Bourbon County in 

2020.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Commercial 

Pharmacy 
 

1822 Main Street 

Paris 

Commercial retail 
and restaurant 

 

202 Commerce Drive 

Paris 

small business development 

Commercial retail 

and restaurant 
 

2127 Rocky Drive 

Paris 

2020 

BEFORE           AFTER 

43 E 19TH ST 

PARIS 

BEFORE         IN-PROGRESS 

501 

LILLESTON 

PARIS 

202 Commerce Drive, Paris, KY 

Photo Credit:  Bill Gibson 

 

BEFORE           AFTER 

229  

KENTUCKY 

AVE 

PARIS 

in-fill housing redevelopment 

 



 Thank you!  

  
 

 

 

Bourbon County Joint Planning Office 

www.bourboncountyplanning.com 

859-987-2150 

525 High Street, Paris, KY 40361 

 

Andrea S. Pompei Lacy, AICP 

Planning Administrator 

alacy@paris.ky.gov 

cell.  859-544-4074 

office. 859-987-2150 

 

Michelle Thornsburg 

Level II Building Inspector/Code Enforcement 

mthornsburg@paris.ky.gov 

cell.  859-953-1364 

office. 859-987-2150 

 

Micki Sosby 

Planning Technician 

msosby@paris.ky.gov  

office. 859-987-2150 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your partnership and support!  

In 2021, we look forward to working with you to make our  

community the very best it can be!  

  

 

 

From Left: Micki Sosby, Michelle Thornsburg, and Andrea Pompei Lacy. 

BOURBON COUNTY  

JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION 

Members 

 

Anna Allen-Edwards 

Guy Bowman 

Dan Donovan 

Dianna Faust 

Dennie Ferrell 

Michael Kendall 

Henry Lovell 

Steve Osborne 

Jeramiah Perraut 

Darrell Poynter 

Ross Richards 

Kevin Smith 

Jan Wagoner 

 

BOURBON COUNTY JOINT BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENT 

Members 

 

Wiley Faw 

Steve Osborne 

Darrell Poynter 

Wayne West 

Noel White 

 

BOURBON COUNTY JOINT CODE 

ENFORCEMENT BOARD 

If you are a resident of the City of Paris, City of 

North Middletown, or the unincorporated County 

and are interested in serving on the Joint Code 

Enforcement Board, please contact Andrea Pompei 

Lacy at 859-987-2150 for an application.  

 

mailto:alacy@paris.ky.gov
mailto:mthornsburg@paris.ky.gov
mailto:msosby@paris.ky.gov

