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Paris Subdivision Regulations Amendment: June 2026

Adding a new subsection to Article 6-8, Street Standards, rather than placing it under lot
standards. The existing regulations already address street continuity, cul-de-sacs, public
roadway improvements, intersection/access spacing, and subdivision connectivity, so a
new access-point requirement fits best within Section 6-8. The current regulations require
streets to generally continue existing or dedicated streets and connect to adjoining
unsubdivided tracts, especially where they would otherwise be landlocked. They also limit
cul-de-sacs to generally no more than 1,000 feet and allow the Planning Commission to
require additional paving width where needed to avoid overloading street capacity. The
regulations also already recognize that substantial subdivision development can burden
existing roads and create traffic and safety hazards, and they require roadway
improvements where needed.

Evaluation

The proposed amendment is appropriate and defensible because it advances several
existing purposes of the regulations: safe and efficient traffic circulation, emergency
access, street continuity, and orderly subdivision design. The current regulations provide
general authority for safe access and street connectivity, but they do not appear to
contain a clear numerical trigger requiring more than one ingress/egress point once a
subdivision reaches a certain size.

A 50-lot threshold is reasonable because a development of that size can generate enough
daily vehicle trips that reliance on a single access point may create safety, congestion,
evacuation, and emergency-response concerns. The amendment should not simply say
“two driveways” or “two entrances,” because the better planning standard is two
functionally adequate, publicly accessible points of ingress and egress, designed to
meet street, access-spacing, and emergency-service requirements.

| would also recommend including a limited waiver provision for unusual site constraints,
but only where the Planning Commission makes specific findings and obtains input from
the Staff Engineer and emergency service providers. That approach is consistent with the
current regulations, which allow the Commission to vary requirements only where the



CONSULTANTS

basic objectives of the regulations are still achieved and public health, safety, and welfare
are protected.

Recommended amendment language

Add the following as a new subsection after Section 6-8(q) Intersection and Access
Spacing Guidelines, or as a new Section 6-8(r):

6-8(r) MULTIPLE ACCESS POINTS FOR LARGE SUBDIVISIONS

1. Applicability. Any proposed subdivision, development plan, or phased subdivision
that creates, proposes, or is designed to ultimately serve fifty (50) or more lots or
dwelling units shall provide not less than two (2) separate and functionally adequate
points of vehicular ingress and egress to the public street system.

2. Design of Access Points. Required access points shall be designed as public
streets, private streets, or other access facilities approved by the Planning
Commission, and shall comply with the applicable street design, intersection
spacing, sight distance, access management, and improvement standards of these
Subdivision Regulations. Access points shall be located and designed to provide
safe and efficient traffic circulation, adequate and safe sight distances for ingress
and egress, emergency access, and connectivity to adjoining streets or
unsubdivided property where feasible.

3. Separation and Functionality. The required points of ingress and egress shall be
separated to the greatest extent practicable and shall not be configured in a manner
that creates the functional equivalent of a single access point. Where two access
points connect to the same existing street, the spacing between such access points
shall comply with Section 6-8(q), unless otherwise approved by the Planning
Commission upon recommendation of the Staff Engineer.

4. Phased Development. Where a subdivision is proposed in phases and the total
number of lots or dwelling units shown on the preliminary subdivision plan,
development plan, or overall development concept equals or exceeds fifty (50), the
second access point shall be shown on the preliminary plan and shall be
constructed at the time determined by the Planning Commission. In no case shall
more than forty-nine (49) lots or dwelling units be finally platted or authorized for
occupancy unless the second required access point has been constructed,
bonded, or otherwise secured in a manner approved by the Planning Commission.
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5. Emergency Access. The Planning Commission may require that one or more

access points be designed to accommodate emergency vehicles, including
appropriate pavement width, turning radii, grade, vertical clearance, gate controls if
applicable, and other design features recommended by the Staff Engineer, fire
department, emergency medical services, or other applicable reviewing agency.

6. Modification or Waiver. The Planning Commission may modify or waive the strict
application of this section only upon making written findings that:
a. physical conditions, existing development patterns, environmental constraints, or
lack of available adjoining right-of-way make full compliance impracticable;
b. the subdivision design provides an alternative means of emergency access and
traffic circulation adequate to protect the public health, safety, and welfare; and
c. the modification is supported by the Staff Engineer and, where applicable,
emergency service providers.
Any modification or waiver shall be noted in the Planning Commission’s action on
the preliminary or final subdivision plan.



